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Kathy McLachlan, Broker of Record
RE/MAX Hallmark Kathy McLachlan Group Realty Ltd. Brokerage

170 Merton Street, Suite 103, Toronto M4S 1A1

With her deep knowledge of 
the particulars of buying 
property in Toronto, Kathy was 
instrumental in us buying our 
first home. She knew what we 
were looking for, often a little 
better than we did, and 
worked within our budget and 
specifications. From deftly 
steering us away from thorny 
condo boards or hidden 
termite infestations, she 
ensured that we never let our 
standards drop, despite the 
complicated market. More 
than that, though, Kathy made 
us feel confident and 
comfortable in a market we 
were entirely unfamiliar with. 
 
— Jessica Blackburn & 
    Blair Morrison 

Platinum Service Broker

IT’S ALL ABOUT SERVICE®

KATHYMCLACHLAN.COM
416.399.6153
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p j g g p g p yPrices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Renderings are  artist’s concept and images are for mood and impression only. E. & O. E. 2024.

QINQUIRIES NOW ACCEPTED

101SPADINA.COM

g  p   ,  p g  pr  Coming to Spadina & Adelaide, 101 Spadina. A building made of stone with protected g p p g p
  p   q y y her gviews. An emphasis on comfort & quality of life. Surrounded by heritage charm &p q y y

p p ; y yurban connections. A new public park; your front yard.

g , g , g  The residence features large livable suites, comfort-focused building features, geothermal g g g
g g, , q p p gheating and cooling, and a new 10,000 sq ft public park at the foot of the building.

gComing Soon.



This upscale & unique condo-townhome, with  
an elevator that services all flrs, is situated on a  

double lot in the heart of the coveted Annex  
neighbourhood. It is truly a tucked away, urban oasis 

of surprise & delight. Rarely does one find a 3  
bedroom home behind private gates with  

charming gardens at front & rear. 

385 Brunswick Ave TH13 | Annex | $4,095,000  
  3 Beds | 3 Baths

Built in 1922 for Alex Gooderham, this timeless  
and striking Georgian is one of the most significant 

properties to be offered for sale in Rosedale for many 
years. Perched upon a simply impeccable 73 x 135 

west facing lot, offering a plethora of space to  
create your urban garden oasis behind the  

beautiful 10' garden wall.

48 Rosedale Road | Rosedale | 4 Beds 
7 Baths | $12,750,000

SOLD

416-960-9995

416-960-9995Sotheby's International Realty Canada, Brokerage | 416-960-9995 |1867 Yonge St., Suite 100, Toronto ON
Sotheby’s International Realty Canada. Independently owned and operated. Not intended to solicit Buyers or Sellers already under contract. 

This vibrant & expansive home of close  
to 4,000 sq.ft. provides inspired urban living at its best. 

Completely turn-key opportunity, beautifully  
landscaped deck surrounding a stunning pool with  
integrated hot tub & brand new state of the art pool 

house & cabana. A complete oasis in one of  
Toronto's finest communities. 

39 Sunnydene Cres | Lawrence Park  
5 Bdrms | 3.5 Baths | $13,000/month

Broker  
Senior Vice President, Sales

Sales Representative 
Senior Vice President, Sales

DenhamandBrown.com | DenhamandBrown@sothebysrealty.ca 
@denhamandbrown  

SOLD
LEASED

Nigel Denham Penny Brown

Activity and sales have 
begun to pick up after a 

very sluggish end to 2023. 
We anticipate that the 

Spring market should be 
more robust as pent up 

demand, better weather, 
and likely the first of  

several small interest rate 
reductions, take effect.  

 
Call Denham & Brown,  
and put our decades of  

experience to  
work for you. 
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The Sopranos’ 25th anniversary is influencing  
and inspiring fashion! Jeanne Beker on  

the hottest mob wife looks 

25  
Our 2024 Top Doctors story features  

410 doctors across 60 specialties:  
Did your doctor make the list? 

27  
Read all about the surprise proposal and  
fairy-tale wedding of these two Toronto  

dancers in the National Ballet 

49  
Chef Mama Rosa samples the city’s best 
 meatball sandwiches and lets us know  

what Nonna thinks is best 
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  CONTENTS
Welcome to the March edition of the Post. Sit back & enjoy!
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DO YOU KNOW T.O.?

1. What team did the Maple Leafs beat  
to win its last Stanley Cup?

A. Rangers 
B. Canadiens 

C. Bruins 
D. Red Wings 

2. What is the name of  
Drake’s clothing line? 

A. Six-y Styles 
B. Phat Farm 

C. October’s Very Own 
D. Embassy 

3. What was the name of the original  
Toronto Blue Jays mascot?

A. Jay 
B. Bluetooth 

C. Stellar 
D. BJ 

4. What type of animal was found in a T.O. 
IKEA, becoming a social media star?

A. Monkey  
B. Capybara  

C. Raccoon 
D. Panther 

ANSWERS: 1. B  2. C  3. D  4. A
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Big Brother Canada is back this month 
premiering on March 5 on Global and 
StackTV. Along for another wild ride 
is legendary host and executive pro-
ducer Arisa Cox. Big Brother Canada 
isolates individuals from the outside 
world and immerses them in a fully 
monitored house documenting their 
every action. It’s a curiosity to some, a 
lifelong obsession to others, and to 
Arisa Cox it’s better than Christmas.  
     
What are your  
thoughts on the return? 
It’s better than Christmas, it’s better 
than my birthday, it’’s better than New 
Year’s. Very few things are more fun to 
me than knowing we’ve got an incred-
ible season in store. 
 
What makes the show click? 
I think that it’s without all the bells and 
whistles. You know, some people have 
described Big Brother as a couple of 
people having a conversation in their 
room. Even without the layer of the 
competition because we're dealing with 

real people and all of their flaws and 
brilliance.  
 
It never gets old? 
I mean, if you’re interested in game 
theory that’s a whole level that the 
show exists on. If you’re interested in 
romance, if you're interested in strategy, 
if you’re interested in how humans 
make connections and why and how 
quickly and what the layers are, all of 
that stuff is so fascinating. It never  
gets old. 
 
What are you most proud of in terms 
of your own work on the show? 
I think I’m really proud of being part 
of a really exceptionally thought out 
social experiment that clearly has stood 
the test of time.  
 
What makes you most excited  
about the new season? 
I’m so thrilled by the number of abso-
lute originals, who are absolutely going 
to be stars, whether you love them or 
hate them. 

Is the show’s  
audience still growing? 
I don’t think we’ve hit the ceiling.  
I think every year there’s new 
people who just have never seen it. 
And yes, the hardcores can recall 
every detail back from season one 
right up until now. Then there 
are people who just dipped in and 
they’re like, where has this been 
this whole time?  
 
Any fave  
memorable moments? 
One is the finale of season one, 
which was quite spectacular 
because of a voting mistake. 
It was a very, very dramatic 
ending because it was 
going to be a close five-
four vote for the win. 
And someone we love 
to death Topaz 
[Brady] made a mis-
take when she voted 
for the wrong person. 
 

CITY

Meet T.O.’s Arisa Cox the star of TV’s Big Brother 
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Quality is in the details...
Ashford Cleaners offers the highest level of 

custom dry cleaning and shirt laundry. 

PICK-UP & DELIVERY  
AVAILABLE

535 Eglinton Ave. W. • (416) 322-3127 
email: info@ashfordcleaners.com 

Ashfordcleaners.com
Monday to Thursday 7:30am - 6pm Saturday 8am to 5pm

Use our QR code to download our 
Pickup & Delivery App available on 
Apple's App Store or Google Play

  Reputation for Excellence...  
       Dedication to Service

Put your paws in good hands 
Wellness & Preventive Care  

Diet & Nutrition • Dentistry • Vaccinations 
Diagnostic & Surgery Services 

New Patients, Walk In and Emergencies Welcome 

Dr. Steven Davidson, BSc. DVM

Book Online or By Phone

430 Eglinton Ave. W. • uppervillagevet.com 
416-477-3370

There are two things the pro-
vincial government has to get 
right without fail: education 
and health care. So why does 
it seem like there are always 
problems and chronic short-
ages?  

Wait times are off the charts 
while the provincial govern-
ment continues to waste time 
and resources pursuing priva-
tization of the health-care sys-
tem when studies continue to 
show it is more expensive and 
not needed.  

Just recently, a report came 
out showing that there is un-
used operating room space 
throughout the Ontario hos-
pital system while the govern-
ment funds private hospitals to 
do the same work.  

It’s just one example. And 
given the track record of the 
current government and its 
close relationship with private 
businesses, one has to wonder 
what the end goal might be.  

There are shortages across 
the board. We need more 
nurses, we need more PSWs, 
and we are in dire need of 
family doctors. Remember 
those? The idea of continuity 
of care seems like the product 
of a bygone era. Most people 
seem unable to find one, rely-
ing on walk-in clinics and 
emergency room visits — 

which is wrong on many 
levels.  

When an entire and in-
credibly valuable sector is 
nickel-and-dimed to such a 
great extent, when it is dis-
respected by the government 
despite the courageous efforts 
through a global pandemic, it 
isn’t a surprise that health-care 
professionals are reaching for 
the exit door en masse. 

Who wouldn’t love to have 
a family doctor who can pro-
vide a high level of health care 
throughout one’s life, someone 
who understands family health 
history, provides convenient 
and comprehensive care?  

Why is this such a huge ask 
of the government? 

Literally, millions of On-
tario residents are and will be 
without a family doctor. Four 
million by 2026, according to 
the most recent numbers. One 
has to question the govern-
ment’s priority when the big 
policy moves are saving people 
$120 by cancelling vehicle 
permits while starving health 
care and short-changing tax-
payers looking for something 
as simple as a family doctor.  

In praise of and search 
of family doctors

Finding a family doctor is becoming like a four-leaf clover

RON JOHNSON, 
editorial director of 
Post City Magazines.
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NEWS
SECTION

Food banks are under pressure all over the city in Forest Hill and Rosedale 
where lineups have grown to hundreds of people every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Church of the Messiah on Avenue Road has a massive lineup every 
Wednesday for its food bank, which began in 2018 and now serves more than 
500 people. In 2023, more than 120,000 individuals started using food bank 

services for the first time, according to the Daily Bread Food Bank,          
contributing to the 2.53 million client visits to food banks – a 51 per cent 
increase compared to the year prior. If this trend continues, we will be seeing 
three million visits by the end of this calendar year.  The easiest way to help 
is to make food donations… a lot.

Food banks overwhelmed in neighbourhoods across the city



23 MISTY CRES.

$12,288,000. 86’ X 145’ LOT,
5+1 BEDS AND 8 BATHS,  

APPROX. 7,522 SQ. FT. + BSMT

2 SANDFIELD RD.

$5,999,000. 116’ X 163’ LOT,
APPROVED TOWNHOUSE 

DEVELOPMENT SITE

87A BEDFORD PARK AVE. 

$3,385,000. 20’ X 118’ LOT, 
4+1 BEDS AND 6 BATHS, 

APPROX. 2,055 SQ. FT. + BSMT 

424 ROEHAMPTON AVE.

$2,849,000. 31’ X 105’ LOT, 
4+1 BEDS AND 5 BATHS, 

APPROX. 2,702 SQ. FT. + BSMT

$1,799,000. 18.9’ X 63’ LOT, 
LEGAL DUPLEX, 

4 BEDS AND 3 BATHS

530 RICHMOND ST. W. 

FOR SALE
3600 YONGE ST. #933 

$2,795,000. 2+1 BEDS AND 4 BATHS, 
APPROX. 3,167 SQ. FT. + TERRACE, 

2 LOCKERS AND 3 PARKING

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

952 EGLINTON AVE. E.

$1,495,000. 27’ X 125’ LOT,  
4 BEDS AND 3 BATHS, 

APPROX. 2,454 SQ. FT. TOTAL

SOLD FOR 98% OF ASKING!

99 FOXBAR RD. #1610 

SOLD
2600 BATHURST ST. #901 

REPRESENTED THE SELLER
AND BUYER

SOLDFOR SALE

FOR SALE
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NEWS FOCUS

The average Torontonian pays 
more than $3,500 in property tax 
to cover city services. It’s a lot. 
And, more than anything, local 
residents want the system to be 
fair. But just how fair is it? As To-
ronto digests the latest budget and 
property tax increases, the issue of 
tax fairness across the city has 
come up. At the heart of this de-
bate lies a fundamental question: 
are all areas of Toronto being 
taxed equally and should they be? 

The recent unveiling of the 
new city budget revealed stagger-
ing financial pressures, driven pri-
marily by growing demand for 
refugee claimant support and 
shelter spaces, coupled with de-
creased transit revenues.  

In response, the city reported 
undertaking various measures, in-
cluding finding efficiencies, and 
securing intergovernmental fund-
ing. However, these efforts weren't 
enough to stave off an eight per 
cent residential property tax in-
crease, which translates to an ad-
ditional $285 annually for the 
average Toronto homeowner. 

Amidst these fiscal challenges, 
one city councillor's attention has 

turned to the issue of property tax 
disparities, particularly exempli-
fied by the unique situation on 
Toronto Island. 

Although the island's pictur-
esque landscapes and car-free 
streets evoke tranquility, there ex-
ists a contrast in property tax rates 
compared to the rest of the city.   

Residents of Toronto Island 
benefit from a unique structure in 
which property taxes are based 
solely on the assessed value of 
their homes, excluding the land's 
worth due to the lease arrange-
ment with the city. This results in 
significantly lower tax bills for is-
landers, despite enjoying the same 
range of municipal services. 

The proposed motion by coun-
cillors Jon Burnside and James 
Pasternak, titled Tax Fairness for 
All: An Equitable Approach to 
the Residential Property Tax Rate 
on Toronto Island, seeks to ad-
dress this imbalance.  

Burnside was first introduced 
to the issue at a committee meet-
ing years ago, he explained. The 
focus shifted to the cost of emer-
gency services, particularly for 
firefighters and EMS on the is-

land. Delving into the numbers, it 
became evident that the average 
cost of a call for the island's fire 
service is around $3,000 across the 
city, but $11,000 or $12,000 on 
the island during peak activity 
times and ballooning to $30,000 
per call during the off-season.  

This raised questions about 
property taxes, as it was discovered 
that while the average resident in 

an area such as Flemingdon Park 
pays approximately $4,200 an-
nually in property taxes through 
their rent, islanders typically con-
tribute around $1,500.  

“And, of course, the reason is 
that they don't, quote-unquote, 
own the land. Right?” said Burn-
side. “Of course, my argument is 
that an apartment dweller doesn't 
own either. So in my mind, there 
was a real loophole there. And I 
wanted to close it.” 

The motion proposes an "area 
rating" tool, allowing for a cus-
tomized tax rate reflective of the 
unique circumstances of living on 
Toronto Island. 

“They should be paying what 
the average Torontonians pay, 
right?” said Burnside. “I think 
that's around $3,500.” 

One of the comments, via so-
cial media, critical of the proposal 
is that island residents must pay a 
considerable amount every year 
for the ferry. It is the only public 
transportation off the island.  

“Hold on, you pay about 
$1,000 a year for the ferry, which 
is heavily subsidized and for 
something you get right down-
town,” Burnside explained. 
“Someone with a Metro Pass that 
wants to come down, they pay 
$1,700 a year. Everywhere you 
turn it’s advantage, it’s privilege.” 

And for a city with an equity 
lens as a priority, Burnside does 
not understand the pushback he 
has received from the proposal, 
which was referred to the ex-
ecutive committee for a late-Feb-
ruary meeting. 

Toronto Island Residential 

“People need to 
feel confident that 
everyone is treated 
fairly in the city.”

Why are some Toronto homeowners paying less tax?
Community Trust Corp. 
(TIRCTC/Trust)  commented 
that it has issues with the initiative. 

"The Trust is in favour of fair 
taxation for all Torontonians and 
we are working with the city coun-
cillor to address the inaccuracies in 
the motion and ensure that deci-
sion-makers are supported by ac-
curate facts and a clear 
understanding of the unique legis-
lation that governs Island proper-
ties,” Alison Rogers, chair of 
TIRCTC,  wrote, in an emailed 
statement.  

While the focus remains on To-
ronto Island, broader questions 
about tax fairness persist. 

Should people choosing to live 
in areas of higher density be taxed 
at a lower rate based on service 
costs per household? For instance, 
in Toronto, residential and multi-
residential areas each have differ-
ent rates. In Halifax, proximity to 
public transit and the classification 
of your area as urban, suburban or 
rural also impact your rate. 

“We need integrity in the sys-
tem,” said Burnside. “People need 
to feel confident that everyone is 
treated fairly.”         — Ron Johnson

L-R: Councillor Jon Burnside, Toronto ferry, home on Toronto Island
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Katie & Julie Rennie
SALES REPRESENTATIVES

www.rennieteam.com
info@rennieteam.com

Contact us for your real estate inquiries at 
416.925.9191

WE ARE
YOUR STRATEGIC 
PARTNERS & TRUSTED 
REAL ESTATE ADVISORS

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE 
This is not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently 

under contract with a broker. *2014-2019

YOUR DREAM TEAM

139 Lytton Boulevard - $5,995,000

JUST L
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Chestnut Park's #1 Team* 
for over 16 years

318 Broadway Avenue - $2,495,000 

20 Scrivener Square #905 - $995,000
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1795 Avenue Road, Toronto Located at Avenue & Lawrence  
416.783.3999 | upperavenuedentistry.com

Dental Emergencies seen ASAP. After hours cell Dr. Margel - 416 844 2305

New patients are always welcome. Book your appointment today! 

Congratulations to Dr. Ted Margel for being recognized as one of Toronto's Top Dentists! 

Comprehensive, preventive and restorative dentistry for the entire family.  

At a time when driving in the 
Greater Toronto Area has never 
been worse, Premier Ford wants 
to show people that he is look-
ing out for them. Instead of add-
ing to the cost of owning a car, 
the premier wants to make life 
easier and more affordable for 
those who drive cars. 

That being said, I don’t really 
know how to feel about the fact 
my plate will now get auto re-
newed since I didn’t realize that 
renewing it was still a require-
ment. I am grateful that I am no 
longer subject to a $5,000 fine 
because I also never knew that 
existed. I imagine more than a 
few MPPs would have gotten an 
earful after someone got that 
ticket. 

Perhaps the ambiguity about 
my gratitude is because I still 
don’t know how I feel about the 
fact that the government re-
moved the requirement to pay a 
licence renewal fee in the first 
place. Given the sorry state of 
our roads and infrastructure, the 
money raised through that re-
newal process could have cer-
tainly been put to good use.   

Ford is counting on our grat-
itude for implementing a ban on 
tolls that aren’t there. Perhaps 
the strategy of the government 
is to get ahead of the issue that 
tolls in some circumstances 
make economic sense and re-

duce congestion. Since tolls are 
now illegal, the Ford govern-
ment won’t have to answer any 
policy-based questions about the 
utility of polls. 

The good news is that the 
Toronto Regional Board of 
Trade has pulled together a 
panel of experts in transporta-
tion to provide recommenda-
tions to ease congestion.   

Maybe the recommendations 
will include ways to get major 
infrastructure projects built in 
under a decade or suggestions to 
Metrolinx on how not to clog up 
the entire downtown core with 
idle construction equipment for 
an Ontario Line that won’t open 
until perhaps 2031.  

It will certainly include vague 
recommendations on investing 
in transit, which might be true 
but not helpful in the short term. 
Hopefully it doesn’t conclude 
with bromides about how con-
gestion is the byproduct of a 
healthy, growing city. 

The important theme that is 
emerging is that the provincial 
government, the municipal gov-
ernment and the Toronto Re-
gional Board of Trade care about 
people who drive cars. For that, 
I suppose we should be grateful. 
 

Ford cuts licence fees: 
no money for roads?

It’s nice to save a few bucks, but we’ve got much bigger issues

NEWS OPINION

KAREN STINTZ is a  
former city councillor  
and was a chair of the TTC.



13

|
M

A
R

C
H

 2
0

2
4

Exclusive O�er for Post City Readers   
SAVE 20% OFF YOUR NEXT STAY 
When you Book & Stay any Two Nights before April 30th, 2024* 

*Promo Code: POST20

thevandermarck.com

Be our guest for a romantic getaway  
in Historic Downtown Collingwood

Twelve million dollars is but a 
speck of sand in the city’s oper-
ating budget of $17 billion. 
Negligible. Almost unnotice-
able. But to Toronto police 
Chief Myron Demkiw it was an 
insult, an attack on the safety of 
Torontonians, unconscionable. 

The chief had recommended 
a budget of $1.17 billion to the 
police board, adding an ad-
ditional 300 officers and spend-
ing $20 million more than in 
2023. The three councillors on 
the board – Amber Morley, Lilly 
Cheng and John Burnside – 
asked many questions about the 
budget, but Demkiw brushed 
them aside and his budget 
request was approved by the 
board. 

City staff suggested cutting 
$12 million to that budget, still 
providing police with $8 million 
more than in 2023. Mayor 
Olivia Chow agreed with city 
staff. Demkiw erupted in anger 
claiming the cut would make 
the city unsafe. 

The police chief then began a 
serious lobbying campaign 
around this $12 million. The 
Toronto Police Association dis-
tributed a flier throughout the 
city using the chief ’s infor-
mation: that crime was rising 
sharply in Toronto and that it 
took police 22 minutes to re-
spond to priority one calls, the 
most serious calls.  

A group of two dozen busi-

nesses sponsored a full-page ad-
vertisement in the Toronto Star, 
citing the same data, urging city 
council to give the police the 
money. Reports came in that 
police officers were phoning in 
sick (job action) rather than re-
porting for duty to emphasize 
their displeasure. 

Pressure on the mayor and 
councillors was intense and the 
mayor and city council over-
whelmingly agreed to give the 
police the $12 million. Here’s 
the significance of the fight over 
$12 million — this tiny bit of 
money in the larger picture. 

Demkiw might have alleged 
that crime was significantly in-
creasing in Toronto, but the data 
he presented at budget commit-
tee meetings does not support 
that. Since 2019, serious crime 
has gone down, except for auto 
thefts and theft over $5,000. 
Break and enters, assaults, homi-
cides, robberies were lower in 
2023 than in 2019. Independent 
data not in police budget reports 
showed gunshots significantly 
decreased from 2022 to 2023. 
The chief got around that data 
by comparing 2023 with 2015, a 
year randomly selected by him 
to prove what he wanted to say. 
He was unnecessarily ratcheting 
up a fear of crime, not some-
thing a senior police officer 
should ever do. 

The chief also stressed that it 
takes 22 minutes for police re-

sponse to priority one calls. If 
the call were a priority for police, 
surely they would have re-
sponded more quickly. Officers 
who are on random patrol — 
deemed by U of T criminologist 
Richard Ericson a waste of pet-
rochemical and human energy 
— or some of the officers need-
lessly assigned to be two in a car 
after dark could easily be as-
signed to respond to these calls. 

But the biggest take-away is 
that Demkiw decided that the 
best tactic was the one Toronto 
police have used on decision 
makers for decades: intimida-
tion. Threaten to claim those 
who want to make change are 
soft on crime and tell their con-
stituents to go after them. In 
2000, they intimidated Chow 
who criticized police when a 
demonstration turned violent 
and she resigned from the police 
board.  

It is not surprising that Chief 
Demkiw relied on the same 
strategy: he has spent his whole 
working life with Toronto po-
lice, so he is immersed in the 
culture. It is very disappointing. 

The police got their money, 
but the public will not see any of 
the needed changes and effi-
ciencies in policing under Chief 
Demkiw.  

Crime is down, police budget is up?

Toronto Police Chief Myron Demkiw

NEWS OPINION

JOHN SEWELL is a  
former mayor of Toronto.
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iA Private Wealth Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization.

“It’s not about how much money you make.  
  It’s about how much money you keep.”

We understand the tax bill is often the  
biggest expense in a portfolio, and at the 
highest level of tax, every dollar saved is 
equivalent to more than two dollars earned.

Dustin Mann, B.Comm, CIM®, MFin 
Senior Wealth Advisor & Portfolio Manager 
iA Private Wealth Inc. | Mann Wealth Management 
26 Wellington Street East, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1S2 
Toll Free: 1 (833) 818-MANN (6266) 
www.mannwealth.ca 

JAMIE DEMPSTER 
BROKER

*Acted as Cooperating Agent

416.494.7653 
JAMIEDEMPSTER.CA

RE/MAX Hallmark Realty Ltd., 
Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated

@JAMIEDEMPSTERTEAM

Call me today for your free, no obligation market analysis! 
      Check out our Jamie Dempster Team Google reviews!

JUST LISTED JUST SOLD

380 Macpherson Avenue #211 88 Linnsmore Crescent*

       

Call us to book an appointment. 
We would love to see 

your smile.

Dr. Katherine Ing
• Over 25 years of experience
• A choice of sedation techniques available
• Special attention to your child’s unique needs

Pickleball is the fastest grow-
ing sport in North America, 
and Toronto is jumping into 
the kitchen with both feet as 
another new club is set to open 
with a second in the Yonge and 
St. Clair neighbourhood close 
behind. 

Fairgrounds Public Racket 
Club is the original pickleball 
club, having opened a tempo-
rary facility in midtown a few 
years ago, as well as a court at 
the Stackt marketplace. 

Now, Fairgrounds is part-
nering with QuadReal Prop-
erty Group (QuadReal) to 
meet Canada’s rapidly rising 
demand for pickleball as well 
as another fast-growing sport, 
padel. 

The partnership will begin 
with two new club locations, 
including a location at Clover-
dale Mall in Etobicoke that 
was scheduled to open on Feb. 
16 with nine pickleball courts. 
A second location will open 
later in March in Vaughan. Ac-
cording to the Fairgrounds 
website, a third Toronto area 
location is set for this summer 
at Yonge Street and Rosehill 
Avenue. 

“This partnership couldn’t 
have come at a better time and 
really benefits everyone,” said 
Fairgrounds co-founder 
Drummond Munro. “By work-

ing with QuadReal, we’re revi-
talizing unused spaces to be-
come community-building 
destinations, like Cloverdale 
and Assembly Park. The whole 
idea is to make pickleball and 
padel more accessible to more 
people and keep up with the 
growing demand across the 
country. QuadReal is helping 
make that a reality.” 

Fairgrounds democratizes 
racket sports by removing the 
exclusive membership and ini-
tiation fees of more traditional 
racquet clubs.  

According to Fairgrounds, 
every public venue offers indi-
viduals of any age and skill 
level the opportunity to play 
pickleball and padel at an 
hourly rate, all while enjoying 
complimentary membership, 
thus ensuring inclusivity and 
accessibility for the entire com-
munity. In addition to the 
courts, the Fairgrounds amen-
ities will feature a bar and res-
taurant, where patrons can also 
purchase branded merchan-
dise. 

QuadReal worked with 
Fairgrounds to create an im-
mersive, community-focused 
environment at each location. 
Another new pickleball club, 
dubbed the Jar, opened in the 
Castlefield Design District last 
month.             — Ron Johnson 

Pickleball set to take 
over north Toronto

Fairgrounds opening club near Yonge and St. Clair this summer

NEWS
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CF Sherway Gardens Opening Spring 2024

EXCHANGE TOWER
130 King St  W, Concourse Level, Unit C34

(416) 306-9992

UPPER OAKVILLE SHOPPING CENTRE
1011 Upper Middle Rd E

(905) 337-9393

BLOOR WEST VILLAGE   
2252 Bloor St W
(416) 766-8882

SUMMERHILL
1234 Yonge St
(416) 962-8662

THE DANFORTH 
613 Danforth Ave
(416) 466-4444

CF SHOPS AT DON MILLS
39 Karl Fraser Rd
(416) 390-9998

CF FAIRVIEW MALL
1800 Sheppard Ave E, Lower Level

(416) 225-7770

CF RIDEAU CENTRE
50 Rideau St Ottawa ON

(343) 925-0166

NEW BALANCE MADE U.S. FOOTWEAR CONTAINS A 
DOMESTIC VALUE OF 70% OR MORE. MADE MAKES UP A 

LIMITED PORTION OF NEW BALANCE’S U.S. SALES.

Some local residents in the 
Eglinton Avenue and Avenue 
Road area are expressing con-
cerns regarding a proposed 19-
storey condo development on a 
slice of the street that features 
mostly low-rise buildings and a 
“village” atmosphere.  

One resident, lawyer Peter 
Danson, had received infor-
mation about the development 
via email, and he described the 
proposal as "ridiculous" and 
emphasized concerns about the 
suitability of such a large build-
ing for the neighbourhood's in-
frastructure.  

“I mean, 19 storeys is ridicul-
ous, and I'm not opposed to 
density if it's appropriate,” said 
Danson. “What do we want our 
city to look like? And be like? 
The concrete jungle they have 
at Yonge and Eglinton? That’s 
a terrible situation.” 

Local residents have also 
started a petition against the 
development and other tall 
towers in the area. The petition 
requests the city enforce height 
limits on new developments 
along Eglinton Avenue West. 
The petition also contains in-
formation arguing that a pro-
posed 19-storey condo would 
disrupt the predominantly two-
storey streetscape, potentially 
paving the way for more over-
sized buildings. Advocates 
stress the importance of re-
sponsible development, urging 

adherence to zoning regulations 
that cap building heights at 
eight storeys in order to main-
tain the area's historical charm. 

The development is pro-
posed by Arista Homes and is 
calling for the construction of a 
19-storey mixed-use con-
dominium at 444 Eglinton Ave. 
W. It would occupy a large por-
tion of a block on the north 
side of the Eglinton Way strip, 
west of Avenue Road.  

The site contains a number 
of small but well-known re-
tailers, including Josephson’s 
Opticians, Honey and a pop-
ular Starbucks. The design by 
Core Architects includes 185 
residential units and amenities 
on the 13th floor. The devel-
opment emphasizes pedestrian- 
and bicycle-friendly infrastruc-
ture. One of the more unique 
aspects of the proposal is the 
striking purple bricks used on 
the first six storeys.  

“You see a lot of red and dark 
grey in Toronto,” said Eslahjou, 
principal at Core Architects, of 
condo facades in Toronto. “I 
haven’t seen a lot of purple — 
yet.” 

Danson said he has been at-
tempting to engage with local 
authorities, including contact-
ing his local city councillor 
Mike Colle and seeking in-
volvement in consultation 
meetings regarding the devel-
opment.  

“According to the basic pro-
vincial planning rules, you can 
build whatever you want there,” 
said Colle. “You're within 400 
metres of a higher-order transit 
station so basically you can 
build what you want.” 

He expressed frustration over 
perceived "finger pointing" be-
tween provincial and city gov-
ernments regarding 
responsibility for regulating 
such projects. But what con-
cerns him most is the precedent 
that approval of this particular 
development might set for the 
rest of the area.  

“Once you get a 19-storey 
building at the end of a street 
like Castle Knock [Road, the 
intersection the condo is pro-
posed for], that's it,” he said.  

“They do all kinds of compa-
rables, because there's been a 
slew of proposals that are either 
in process or even approved all 
along the Eglinton. And it's 
ugly.” 

The development proposed 
for 444 Eglinton Ave. W. was 
scheduled for a public meeting 
on Feb. 28. 

  — Ron Johnson 

“Once you get a 19-  

  storey building at 

  the end of a street, 

  that’s it.”

Eglinton Way’s tallest tower ever 

L-R: Mike Colle, rendering of proposed building at 444 Eglinton Ave. W.

NEWS
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Resolve the seemingly Irresolvable with Rapid Resolution – the One Day Solution 
 
Rapid Resolution is a groundbreaking alternative dispute resolution process designed to settle all 
your family law issues in just one day (including parenting rights, child support, spousal support and 
property division).  
 
Why Choose Rapid Resolution – the One Day Solution? 
 
•     Efficiency: Resolve all family law issues in just one day – not months or longer. 
•     Cost-Effective: End the significant ongoing costs of divorce battles. 
•     Eliminate Stress: End the conflict, acrimony and stress associated with  
       ongoing divorce clashes. 
 
Don’t wait another day for peace of mind. Call us today  
at Goldhart Mediation & Arbitration at 416-967-6111 and  
take the first step towards moving forward with your life. 

416-967-6111 • goldhartmediation.ca

SEPARATING OR DIVORCING? 

Safety - prioritized passenger safety 
Quality - competitive rates 
Comfort - luxurious travel and professional drivers 
 
umdglobal.com/CA 
647.498.6500

Transform your local travels with a single tap!  
Download the app now to enjoy secure rides,  
unparalleled convenience, and a journey  
tailored to you.  
 
Your safety and comfort is of utmost importance.  
Ride with confidence with UMD Canada. 

GOOGLE APPLE

Download the App

A private developer of a site at 
267 Merton St., in midtown 
Toronto, has offered to the city 
an opportunity to collaborate 
on a housing proposal that will 
include affordable and market 
rentals and would incorporate 
the neighbouring offices of 
Toronto Water at 275 Merton 
St. 

The site at 267 Merton St. 
is overly narrow for any mean-
ingful project and is currently 
home to a single detached 
dwelling and an auto body 
shop. There is no development 
application submitted for the 
site, which is located on a 
street lined with mid-rise 
apartment buildings ranging 
up to approximately 14 storeys. 

The proposal has emerged 
from discussions between 
CreateTO staff and the devel-
oper, who is looking to harness 
underutilized space to intro-
duce purpose-built rental 
homes, with a core focus on 
delivering affordable housing 
options. 

Josh Matlow, the city coun-
cillor in whose ward the devel-
opment is located, is positive 
toward the plan. 

“In the midst of a housing 
crisis, it’s refreshing to see a 
proposal that includes such a 
large number of affordable 
units. That’s what we need 

more of,” he said. “We look 
forward to working with the 
applicant on a plan that leaves 
our community better and 
more affordable than they 
found it.” 

The proposal involves the 
transfer of 267 Merton St. 
(554 square meters) to the City 
of Toronto to be merged with 
the city-owned 275 Merton St. 
property (2,211 square 
meters). This amalgamation 
would pave the way for a pur-
pose-built rental development, 
secured through a 99-year land 
lease to the private developer.  

The joint properties would 
undergo a rezoning process to 
attain the requisite height and 
density for the envisioned 
project. Under the terms of the 
proposal, the developer as-
sumes responsibility for all en-
titlements, design and 
construction aspects of the de-
velopment. Market rental 
units, affordable rental units 
and public realm enhance-
ments are integral components 
of the project, with funding al-
located for the off-site reloca-
tion of the Toronto Water 
offices.  

The project will also align 
with the city’s goal of achiev-
ing a minimum target of 30 
per cent affordable rental units. 

— Ron Johnson

Rare affordable rental 
collab for midtown

Midtown councillor Josh Matlow

NEWS
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Kindly call the school.
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Celebrating 44 years

t reatments 
  Hair botox | Hair Keratin | Power Recover | Bridal & Event Updo  

hai r colou r 
  Highlights | Balayage | Ombre | Toner | Global Bleach Out  
  Hair Extensions | Blowouts 

open seven days a week 

  1761 Avenue Rd. | 647-368-8468 | Nerseshairsalon.com

New Customers, Get 15% Off With This Ad! 
Expires April 30, 2024 

 Celebrating 1 year on Avenue Road! Women, Men & Children’s cuts 

There is movement afoot at 
Bayview Village Shopping 
Centre as two key restaurants 
are leaving the venerable Wil-
lowdale mall ahead of a major 
residential redevelopment. The 
doors of O&B’s popular Café 
Grill were permanently shut-
tered as of Jan. 1. 

“We are so grateful for our 
dedicated patrons, staff and 
vendors who have supported us, 
and we look forward to sharing 
our new culinary journey with 
you!” the company stated.  

In addition, Pearl Chinese 
Cuisine is set to close its doors 
this month. For over a decade, 
Pearl has been a staple at Bay-
view Village Shopping Centre, 
launched by owners Jeffrey 
Mak and Kim Fung Mak in 
2011. Their aim was to satisfy 
local demand, sparing cus-
tomers the trek downtown. 
Now, it is moving to 305 York 
Mills Rd. 

From seafood to noodles and 
its signature pan-fried "hockey 
pucks" (dumplings), Pearl 
promises a diverse array of de-
licious dishes that will un-
doubtedly continue at its new 
venue. 

A representative of Pearl has 
confirmed the move is sched-
uled for March. Until then, pa-
trons can indulge in one last 
serving of Pearl's renowned 
dim sum delights at Bayview 
Village, reminiscing over post-

shopping "hockey pucks" at this 
cherished spot. 

But, according to a mall 
spokesperson, new plans are in 
the works.  

“Bayview Village brings 
people together because of its 
amenities, fashion and food of-
ferings, and we would like to 
thank Pearl and O&B for their 
contributions to the Bayview 
Village community,” said Me-
lissa Campisi, vice-president – 
retail national marketing for 

the mall owners QuadReal. 
“Bayview Village is undergoing 
an exciting transformation, and 
we look forward to announcing 
new food and beverage partners 
who will offer the elevated ex-
perience expected by our vis-
itors." 

The transformation includes 
a comprehensive plan to rede-
velop the area surrounding the 
mall.  

A plan for the site was origi-
nally proposed in 2017 and 
subsequently appealed and ap-
proved at the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) in 
2020. The initial application 
outlined the development of 
two towers, 33 and 28 storeys 

high, at the south of the prop-
erty, situated at the northeast 
corner of Bayview Avenue and 
Sheppard Avenue East.  

In addition, a 19-storey 
tower and two six-storey build-
ings were proposed to the 
north, alongside an above-
grade parking garage and two 
public parks.  

The revised proposal envi-
sioned 30- and 29-storey 
towers at the southern end of 
the site, with the northern 
tower reaching 20 storeys. The 
proposed parkland also saw an 
increase. 

Designed by Hariri Pontarini 
Architects and Dialog, render-
ings showcase adjustments to 
the articulation of the two 
towers and the podium, featur-
ing a curvilinear exoskeleton 
leading to a reimagined crown. 

Inset balconies and terraces 
now replace continuous wrap-
around balconies on the tower 
and podium.  

Minor adjustments to floor 
layouts have resulted in relo-
cated amenity spaces and a 
slight reduction in the number 
of units from 687 to 685. In 
total, the development will in-
clude 1,030 units across the en-
tire site.  

It’s an exciting vision and one 
that will surely cause some dis-
ruption in the neighbourhood 
and traffic to the mall.  

                      — Ron Johnson 

“The move is   

scheduled for 

March.”

Bayview Village sees food exodus

 Bayview Village Shopping Centre

NEWS
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Realtron Realty Inc.., Brokerage

St Clair / Bathurst / Dufferin

Fully Renovated Fabulous 
Semi Steps To St Clair 

3 Bdrm, 3 Bath,  
Family Room 

Listed $1,198,000 
Sold Over Asking 

Gorgeous approx. 850 sq 
ft. Suite w/Beautiful 
South Views in the  

Luxurious Skyview. 1+1  
Bdrm, 1 Bath, Prk.  
Listed $599,000  
Sold Over Asking

Gorgeous Renovated Suite w/ 
Beautiful Treed View.  

Fabulous SW Exposure 2 
Bdrm + Den 3 Bth Parking & 
Locker. Listed $2,299,000 

*Provided the Buyer*

Mary Cifuentes 
Sales Representative

Buying or Selling? Work with one of Canada's award-winning Top 1% Realtors

 Avenue Rd / St Clair
Oversized Bungalow on 

Large 50' x 130'  
Pool-sized Lot 

Live in Now •  Build Later 
Listed $2,385,000

Avenue Rd / Lawrence Yonge / Sheppard / Finch King St West

SOLDSOLDJUST LISTED SOLD

Large 2 Bdrm, 2 Bath 
Townhome. Built-in Garage 

with direct access  
Listed $4100.00 

Leased Highest Price of 
comparable units

LEASED

Gabby’s is celebrating its 35th 
anniversary! The casual dining 
spot has locations all over To-
ronto, including midtown, the 
Danforth and King West. The 
restaurant was founded by a To-
ronto family in 1989 in the 
Yonge and Lawrence area, trans-
forming into a neighbourhood 
hangout spot with events such as 
karaoke and trivia nights. 
 
Brunello Cucinelli just launched 
a pop-up store in Yorkdale at 
3401 Dufferin St., signaling its 
upcoming permanent location in 
the mall's new luxury wing. The 
luxury Italian clothing brand will 
be relocating in just a few 
months, but for now shoppers 
can visit the expansive 3,450-
square-foot location  — one of a 
few new stand-alone stores that 
will be coming to Canada. 
 
Pala is bringing Roman-style 
pizza to Yorkville. While not 
much is known about the new 

pizza spot, it will be moving into 
148-150 Cumberland St. and 
will be serving up pizza alla palla, 
a Roman street food referring to 
pizza served on its namesake 
paddle.  
 
Good Behaviour is opening a 
new location on Queen West 
this spring, bringing one-of-a-
kind ice cream flavours and un-
beatable sub sandwiches to the 
neighbourhood. The new loca-
tion, at 335 Queen St. W., will 
offer the brand’s simple and de-
licious menu, including ice 
cream flavours such as torta della 
nonna and subs such as the Spicy 
Meatball. 
 
JDD & Co. Homeware and Fur-
nishings is opening in the Law-
rence Park neighbourhood. The 
homewares store is a product of 
Toronto interior designer Jillian 
Douglas. The new location, at 
3333a Yonge St., is located just 
below the Jillian Douglas Design 

studio and will likely give 
shoppers access to items that 
mirror Douglas’s modern and so-
phisticated design style. 
 
Bayside Medical Centre has 
officially opened at 1685 Bay-
view Ave. The combined family 
medicine clinic and pharmacy is 
offering a convenient new all-in-
one location for your health-care 
needs, and is currently accepting 
requests for a family doctor.  
 
Cineplex has launched its new-
est IMAX auditorium at the 
Cineplex Cinemas Yonge-Eglin-
ton and VIP, and movie-goers in 
the neighbourhood will be able 
to enjoy immersive audio and 
crystal clear images on a larger 
curved screen for the uptimate 
theatre experience! The theatre 
is also home to UltraAVX, 
D-BOX, VIP and RealD 3D 
experiences.

What’s good around the neighbourhood

A Brunello Cucinelli pop-up store has launched in Yorkdale

MAIN STREET NEWS
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gFinancial Plannin

Plan for successionMinimize tax

SBUSINESS OWNER

interests
Protect your

both the near and distant future.

A

Synchronized planning for the key areas of your personal

Borrow effectively
Invest wisely

DIEGO ESPINOSA CPA, CM

 IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.
Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by

Investors Group Securities Inc.
Toronto, ON M5L 1E2
199 Bay St. Suite 2100
diegoespinosa.com
(416) 878-3984 | diego.espinosa@ig.ca
Senior Consultant

Member of the Power Corporation Group of Companies.

CRIME NEWS

TORONTO BREAK-INS 
WHEREWHEN TIME OF DAY

FEB. 1                              MT. PLEASANT RD. AND MANOR RD. E.                                           12 A.M. 

                                         MASON BLVD. AND DE VERE GDNS.                                                 12 A.M. 

                                         AVENUE RD. AND DAVENPORT RD.                                                  4 A.M. 

                                         WILSON AVE. AND RICHELIEU RD.                                                   11 P.M. 

FEB. 2                              TEFLEY RD. AND CARNEGIE CRT.                                                      4 A.M. 

                                         AVENUE RD. AND DUNBLAINE AVE.                                                 5 A.M. 

                                         AVENUE RD. AND JOICEY BLVD.                                                        5 A.M. 

                                         DAVENPORT RD. AND MCMURRICH ST.                                            12 P.M. 

                                         BROADWAY AVE. AND REDPATH AVE.                                             2 P.M. 

FEB. 3                              BAYVIEW AVE. AND MANOR RD. E.                                                  4 A.M. 

                                         BATHURST ST. AND BAYCREST AVE.                                                5 A.M. 

                                         CLARK AVE. AND DUDLEY AVE.                                                        12 P.M. 

                                         BATHURST ST. AND COCKSFIELD AVE.                                            6 P.M. 

                                         MAQUES LN. AND THURMAN RD.                                                      7 P.M. 

                                         PINEVALE RD. AND GRANDVIEW AVE.                                            9 P.M. 

FEB. 4                             EGLINTON AVE. E. AND CARDIFF RD.                                               5 P.M. 

                                         BATHURST ST. AND ST. GERMAIN AVE.                                            8 P.M. 

FEB. 5                              COLLEGE VIEW AVE. AND AVENUE RD.                                           3 A.M. 

                                         BROADWAY AVE. AND LAIRD DR.                                                     4 A.M. 

                                         YONGE ST. AND DONWOODS DR.                                                      9 P.M. 

FEB. 6                              YONGE ST. AND GLENFOREST RD.                                                    4 A.M. 

                                         SPADINA RD. AND KENDAL AVE.                                                       5 A.M. 

                                         YONGE ST. AND ST. GERMAIN AVE.                                                   10 A.M. 

                                         RYKERT CRES. AND BRENTCLIFFE RD.                                            4 P.M. 

FEB. 8                              YONGE ST. AND MILLWOOD RD.                                                        3 A.M. 

                                         YONGE ST. AND DELISLE AVE.                                                           5 A.M. 

FEB. 9                              GOULDING AVE. AND CROSSEN DR.                                                 4 A.M. 

                                         LAWRENCE AVE. E. AND ST. EDMUND’S DR.                                   4 P.M. 

                                         FRANKLIN AVE. AND HEFHILL CRT.                                                  6 P.M. 

                                         MCKEE AVE. AND ESTELLE AVE.                                                        7 P.M. 

                                         LADYSLIPPER CRT. AND MULTIFLORA PL.                                      7 P.M. 

                                         HOLLYWOOD AVE. AND KENNETH AVE.                                          9 P.M. 

FEB. 10                            CORTLEIGH AVE. AND ALEXANDRA WOOD                                   2 A.M. 

                                         FOREST HILL RD. AND HILLHOLM RD.                                              4 A.M. 

                                         N. PARK RD. AND DISERA DR.                                                            6 P.M. 

                                         EDMUND SEAGER DR. AND ROSE GREEN DR.                                6 P.M. 

FEB. 7                              SIMONSTON BLVD. AND DERSINGHAM CRES.                                12 A.M. 

                                         CAMPBELL CRES. AND OLD YONGE ST.                                           11 A.M. 

                                         CLUNY DR. AND CLUNY AVE.                                                             2 P.M. 

                                         SPRING GATE BLVD. AND FAYE CRT.                                                8 P.M. 
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REAL ESTATE NEWS 

Toronto’s housing market is heading into 
a recovery with sales surging month-over-
month and year-over-year. But after a year 
of record lows for new condo sales in the 
city, will the condo market fare the same? 
Top developer Brad Lamb gives us the 
scoop on when to buy and what’s on the 
horizon for new builds. 
 
The housing market finally  
started heating up in January.  
What about condos? 
It has been a mild recovery. Right now, I 
would say there's an excessive supply and 
lack of real demand. Because interest rates 
have now more or less plateaued, I think 
most people feel that we're closer to the 
end of this than the beginning. Every 
month where interest rates stay where they 
are, it's a positive month for people's feel-
ings of stability.  

Once the rates start to fall, you're going 
to see a surge in real estate interest. People 
have been sitting on the fence because 
they're either afraid or they can't afford to, 
so there's about 125,000 excess buyers. 
They're looking for a sign that the pricing 
is the best it’s going to be, and from here 
on out, it's going to get worse. When 
people realize that, you’ll see a large rush 
of people in the market.  
 
The new condo market in  
particular has suffered. What  
will change in the year ahead? 
If you buy a new condominium today, you 
won't get the keys for five years because the 

building is sold before all the design work 
and financing is approved and the permit-
ting is obtained. What you saw being built 
up until about November of last year were 
buildings that sold early 2022 and earlier. 
There have really been no sales of con-
sequence from March 2022 until now. So 
you're going to start to see — and we’re al-
ready seeing it — less starts, less buildings 
breaking ground. Then you're going to see 
no buildings breaking ground. It'll literally 
be zero around summer or fall, and that's 
going to last about a year and a half to two 
years.  
 
What does that mean for construction? 
It’s actually catastrophic because what's 
going to happen is this fall. Construction 
companies are going to get very desperate 
and start cutting prices. But there will be 
no one wanting to build, so they’ll cut the 
prices even more. And once they've cut 
their prices to break even, they’ll have to 
start laying off people, and the industry is 
going to shrink. The industry is going to 
rebound this year in sales, so this year will 
be maybe 18,000 sales, versus 13,000. And 
then in 2025, maybe 30,000 to 32,000 
sales, an overcompensation.  

In 2027 and 2028, we’re going to want 
to build all these new buildings. But the 
construction industry will have shrunk, so 
construction prices will escalate dramati-
cally. So all of this, this gerrymandering 
with interest rates, it's ultimately going to 
cause substantially higher pricing in the 
marketplace. 

If someone wants to get ahead  
of rate cuts and buy a condo, where 
are the best pockets of value? 
It’s universally good in the city. If you want 
to buy in a building, in the Entertainment 
District, they’re about 10 or 15 per cent 
below what they were two years ago. There 
are reductions in pricing everywhere, and 
it doesn't really matter where you look. It’s 
not just condos — if you’re looking to buy 
a house or an investment property, across 
the board in every city in Ontario, there are 
bargains to be had. The problem is that in-
terest rates are higher, so the cost of own-
ing through borrowing money is higher 
than the savings you achieve with lower 
prices.  
 
Speaking of investment — do con-
cerns over tenants ever stop potential 
investors from entering the market? 
Everyone is going to have some vacancy 
and some bad tenancy over an arc of a life-
time of real estate. But if you're buying 
quality, new real estate that doesn’t require 
updates or renovations, you’ll get the best 
quality tenants. We’ve placed probably 
1,000 tenants into condominiums in our 
office, and it’s always the same — it’s not a 
tenant market, it’s a landlord market. We 
recently placed a tenant who had to make 
15 offers to get a property. If you don’t have 
a high credit score, a strong job at a known 
entity, if you aren’t an ideal tenant, you’re 
going to have to pay more. Landlords are 
able to pick away to find the best tenants.  

L-R: Developer Brad Lamb, the condo market is seeing a mild recovery

Condo king says market is poised for rebound 

Average condo 
prices per square 
foot, by building

Yonge & Sheppard 
Residences of The Madison  

Centre, 100 Upper Madison Ave.  
18.61 per cent increase  
in value over six months 

$763

Yonge & St. Clair 
40 Rosehill Avenue Condos,  

40 Rosehill Ave. 
11.33 per cent increase  
in value over six months 

$887

King West 
The Thompson Residences,  

55 Stewart St. 
6.90 per cent decline  

in value over six months 

$1,070

Bathurst & St. Clair 
Rise Condos,  

501 St. Clair Ave. W. 
7.88 per cent decline  

in value over six months 

$1,086

Yonge & Eglinton 
Art Shoppe Lofts + Condos,  

5 Soudan Ave. 
5.49 per cent decline  

in value over six months 

$1,229

Yorkville 
Minto Yorkville Park,  
88 Cumberland St. 

14.17 per cent decline  
in value over six months 

$1,371



FEATURING FULL COLOUR SERVICES

Toronto's Premiere Blowdry & Finishing Salon

Book Your Seat Online at BlowdryLounge.com 
Follow us on      @blowdrylounge

90 Eglinton Avenue East 
416-440-0123 
Visit us online: www.vanrijk.com Estate Jewellery and Watches

Rolex • Patek • Cartier • Omega • Breitling • Audemars Piguet • IWC

Since 1985

Tues. Wed. Fri. 10:30am–5:30pm Thurs. 10:30am–6:30pm Sat. 11am–5pm Sun. Mon. Closed 

MARCH SHOPPING GUIDE
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CURRENTS
SECTION

When the annual NCAA basketball tournament begins this month across the 
border, there’s going to be a little bit of magic from the 6ix to light up the court! 
Last year, March Madness had a record number of 53 Canadians across the 
women’s and men’s league, and almost half of them were from the GTA. This 
year is shaping up to be another banner year for Toronto. Highlights include 

Zach Edey, who plays for Purdue, favoured to win the entire tournament. Ryan 
Nembhard, with an older brother currently in the NBA, transferred teams this 
season and will be one to watch. Ontario’s Aaliyah Edwards is on track for the 
2024 WNBA draft, but not before vying for the trophy with UConn. Don’t 
miss Selection Sunday on March 17 to root for the city’s best!

Torontonians could dominate March Madness tourney

L-R: Aaliyah Edwards, Zach Edey



MARCH SHOPPING GUIDE
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1. LEOPARD DRESS, Reformation, $648, 87 York-
ville Ave., “This silk dress has such a classic shape, 
with a trendy twist, thanks to the leopard print.” 
 
2. RED FRAMES, Zane, $119, visitzane.com,  
“I love these; they're so fun and make a great colour 
statement.” TUBE TOP,  Thursdays, $695, 1130 
Yonge St., LEATHER SKIRT, TNT, $825,  
2901 Bayview Ave.  
 
3. CHEETAH BELT, Good Neighbour, $79, 935 
Queen St. E., BUCKET BAG, Gucci, $1,560, 130 
Bloor St. W., KITTEN MULE, Reformation, $398, 87 
Yorkville Ave., “I love the pattern and these look fun 
and sexy — almost like little foot jewelry.”

4. LEOPARD COAT, Guess, $180.60, 55 Colossus Dr., 
“You can never go wrong with leopard print, and this 
looks awfully cosy. What a statement piece!”  
PATENT PANTS, Hilary MacMillan, $125, hilarymacmil-
lan.com, “These patent leather leggings are a trip! The 
shiny look is a step up from a classic leather legging.”

5. CIRCLE STUDS, Options for Her, $135, 163 Cumberland St.,   
“I love what Biko does: these are going to give you just that right 
flash of gold.” CHAIN BRACELET, Leah Alexandra, $175, 188 
University Ave., “It's kind of chunky, it's detailed, and it looks rich 
and a little over the top, perfect for the trend.” 
 
6. STILETTO BOOT, La Canadienne, $312, 138 Cumberland 
St., “It's sexy, it's a little evil looking, and it's edgy, very appropri-
ate for the trend!” LEATHER GLOVES, Thursdays, $195, 1130 
Yonge St., “These long leather gloves are fabulous; they make 
such an elegant statement.”

FASHION CURRENTS

LEOPARD + GOLD + LEATHER, OH MY! 

Jeanne Beker | One of  
Canada’s most trusted  
authorities on fashion, now 
watch her on TSC or tune  
in to her new  podcast  
Beyond Style Matters.

@
T

S
C

Draw inspiration from Connie Corleone and Carmela Soprano for the hottest look of the season! 
Jeanne Beker has selected all the trend essentials, from leopard print to gold hardware. 
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   1. See Olivia Rodrigo  
Olivia Rodrigo brings her world 
tour to Scotiabank Arena for two 
nights this month, March 29–30, 
in support of her new album 
GUTS. Rodrigo, a California 
native who went from starring in 
High School Musical: The Musical: 
The Series to becoming one  
of the world’s biggest pop stars,  
is coming off of her Grammy-
winning debut album Sour re-
leased in 2022. 
Scotiabankarena.com 
 

  2. Go to Ali Wong  
Comedian and actor Ali Wong 
arrives in Toronto to play three 
nights at Meridian Hall March 
27–30. Wong, known for her hi-
larious Netflix comedy specials 
such as Baby Cobra (2016), Hard 
Knock Wife (2018) and Don Wong 
(2022), has been making waves in 
the entertainment industry. No-
tably, she's not only focused on 

standup; she's also ventured into 
acting and production. At the 
Emmys, Wong earned the presti-
gious title of Outstanding Lead 
Actress in a Limited or Anthol-
ogy Series or Movie for her re-
markable performance in Beef. 
Adding to her list of achieve-
ments, Wong also received Best 
Actress awards at both the 
Golden Globes and the Critics 
Choice Awards for her stellar 
work in the same series. 
TOLive.com.  
 

  3. See Rosencrantz  

& Guildenstern Are Dead  
The CAA Theatre in Toronto is 
set to host Rosencrantz & Guild-
enstern Are Dead, a modern co-
medic masterpiece that 
reimagines Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
What makes this production 
truly fascinating is the casting of 
Billy Boyd (Pippin) and Dominic 
Monaghan (Merry), known for 

their roles as Hobbits in the 
Oscar-winning The Lord of the 
Rings trilogy. The production 
promises to deliver a captivating 
blend of wit, illusion and philo-
sophical inquiry, inviting theatre-
goers to join Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern on a journey of self-
discovery and existential reflec-
tion. Mirvish.com 
 

  4. Go to Feist  
The incomparable Feist plays 
Massey Hall on March 3 and 4 as 
part of the final leg of her stun-
ning Multitudes tour that had its 
world premiere in Toronto during 
the pandemic. The 11-time Juno-
winner’s sixth complete album, 
Multitudes, marked her first re-
lease since the critically acclaimed 
Pleasure in 2017. It was launched 
on April 14, 2023, through 
Interscope Records.  
Masseyhall.com 
 

COMEDY THEATRE

MUSIC

MUSIC

Olivia Rodrigo brings her GUTS tour to Toronto

Olivia Rodrigo, Comicon and more! 
CURRENTS
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TORONTO’S  
TOP DOCTORS

SECTION

In a time when it’s more difficult than ever to find a family doctor, we know 
what an important role our health-care professionals, led by Ontario doctors, 
play in our lives. In our third annual Top Doctors cover story, we highlight the 
most gifted physicians to call Toronto home. To create this list, we asked doctors 
across the city to nominate respected physicians they would recommend to pa-

tients and family. We’re proud to share our 2024 list, featuring 410 doctors ac-
ross 60 specialties! Our Top Doctors List is currently ranked number one on 
Google for both “Top doctors in Toronto”  and “Best doctors in Toronto” show-
ing it has become a trusted resource for many Torontonians. We want to thank 
the doctors who graciously nominated their peers for this guide.

Celebrating our city’s top physicians

Special  
Pullout  
Guide
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Dr. Andrea Furlan, MD, PhD is honoured  
to be voted a Top Doctor for the 3rd year!

 

For patients' referrals: TAPMIpain.ca

Author of   
8 STEPS TO CONQUER  

CHRONIC PAIN 
- A Doctor's Guide to  

Lifelong Relief

Specialist in Physiatry 
for 28 years

SPECIALIZES IN
AGING & SUN-DAMAGE

TIRED OR ANGRY EXPRESSION
LOOSE & SAGGY SKIN

LINES & WRINKLES
BROWN SPOTS & FACIAL VEINS

ACNE & ROSACEA
STUBBORN FAT DEPOSITS

To book a consultation
please call: 416.483.4541

www.GidonAesthetics.com
1849 Yonge St., Suite 307

Toronto

Special Services Provided:  
- Radiofrequency Ablation and Alcohol Ablation 
- Molecular Testing for Thyroid Nodules  
- Minimally Invasive Thyroid and Parathyroid Surgery  
- Ablative (Non-Surgical) Therapies for Thyroid Nodules  

Dr. Antoine Eskander is a head and neck oncologist and reconstructive surgeon at Sunnybrook 
Health Sciences Centre, Head and Neck Disease Site Lead at the Odette Cancer Centre, and Chief 
of Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery Michael Garron Hospital. He is an Associate Professor 
at the University of Toronto, Adjunct Scientist at ICES, and Associate Scientist at Sunnybrook  
Research Institute. 
 
Dr. Eskander is an internationally recognized researcher in the areas of thyroid disease, head and 
neck cancers, skin cancers, health services research, clinical epidemiology, and quality improve-
ment. He has extensively studied head and neck cancers and thyroid cancers in Ontario.

Dr. Eskander is the Endocrine Surgery Lead at Michael Garron  
Hospital and is the Head and Neck Disease Site Lead at  
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre.

For more information please visit: www.mythyroidRFA.com 





www.rosedaledermatology.com  
www.drpaulcohen.com 

1366 Yonge St., Suite 306, Toronto 
Just south of Yonge St. & St. Clair Ave. 

416 487 3453                   
     @rosedaledermatology 

MODERN TREATMENTS     MODERN APPROACH 

MEDICAL & COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY  
Since 2001  

Peels • Microdermabrasion • Ultherapy • AviClear • PRP 
Clear + Brilliant® • Sylfirm • Microneedling • Exosomes Delivery 

PAUL COHEN M.D. F.R.C.P.C. D.A.B.D. 

POONAM RAJAN M.D., D.A.B.D., F.R.C.P.(C) 

RICHARD BACKSTEIN BSC, MD, FRCSC 

JONATHAN LEVY MD, DABD, FRCPC 

CHRISTINE LIPTAY MD, CCFP, FCFP 

ADAM HANDLER M.D CCFP PGDIP (DERM) 

ROSE LORTIE MEDICAL AESTHETICIAN 

Bobby Yanagawa is the Division 
Head, Cardiac Surgery, St. Michael’s 
Hospital and the Program Director,  

Division of Cardiac Surgery,  
University of Toronto.  

 

Diversity is a cornerstone of  
medicine but did you know that less 

than 10% of heart surgeons in  
Canada are women? Or that there  

are currently no Black and no  
Indigenous heart surgeons in Canada? 
 

Dr. Yanagawa is passionate about  
advancing EDI initiatives to  

transform the landscape of medicine 
and in heart surgery for a more  

diverse and inclusive future.  
 

Email: 
(bobby.yanagawa@unityhealth.to) 

 to learn more about his EDI  
initiatives or use the QR code  

to directly support these efforts. 
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TORONTO'S

LEADING
COMPOUNDING
PHARMACY
RECOGNIZED FOR OUTSTANDING  

CUSTOMER CARE

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 2010

Pace Your Life

pacepharmacy.com 
416-515-PACE (7223)

Our 2 locations: 

40 Laird Drive (Leaside)     

 14 Isabella Street (Downtown) 

Offering Virtual and Remote  
Prescription Filling 

Easily Request Re�lls on our Website  
or via our App 

We Make the Transfer of Prescriptions  
Simple and Seamless 

Curbside Pick-Up or Door-To-Door  
Delivery Available  

Shop for Non-Prescription Products  
in our Online Store

Delivery Across the GTA Available 

L-R: Toronto Comicon is back this month, and Tallboyz are part of TOsketchfest

CURRENTS

   5. Go to Comicon  
Nerd alert: Toronto Comicon is 
back March 15 to 17 at the 
Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre. Fans of sci-fi, horror, 
anime and gaming are eagerly 
preparing for this annual im-
mersive experience. Among the 
anticipated highlights are the 
appearances of esteemed celeb-
rity guests who will be on hand 
to engage with fans through  
Q & A sessions, autograph 
signings and more. In addition, 
attendees can immerse them-
selves in a wide range of activ-
ities, including cosplay 
showcases, panel discussions 
and opportunities to meet leg-
endary comic creators in a mas-
sive celebration of pop culture. 
comicontoronto.com 

 

  6. Go to Damian  

and Stephen Marley  
Celebrating the timeless legacy 
of reggae music, the Traffic Jam 
Tour 2024, featuring Damian 
and Stephen Marley, promises 
to be an unforgettable evening 
filled with rhythm, melody and 
the unmistakable Marley vibes. 
Set to take place on March 25 
at History, the concert is poised 

to captivate audiences of all ages 
at an event where the spirit of 
reggae runs deep. As the sons of 
the iconic Bob Marley, Damian 
and Stephen Marley inherited 
a musical heritage that has 
touched hearts and inspired 
generations worldwide. Their 
upcoming performance coin-
cides with the release of the new 
biopic, Bob Marley: One Love, 
adding an extra layer of signifi-
cance to the event. 
historytoronto.com 
 

   

7. See The Inheritance  
Canadian Stage is presenting 
the highly anticipated Cana-
dian premiere of The Inheri-
tance: Parts 1 & 2, running from 
March 22 to April 14. This 
groundbreaking epic, directed 
by Canadian Stage’s artistic di-
rector Brendan Healy, promises 
an unforgettable experience that 
transcends boundaries and cap-
tivates audiences. Led by re-
nowned Canadian talents 
Daniel MacIvor and Louise 
Pitre, alongside Hollywood 
Jade, Salvatore Antonio and ris-
ing star Stephen Jackman-Tor-
koff, this production brings 
together a blend of seasoned 

veterans and emerging talents. 
canadianstage.com  
 

  8. Go to TOsketchfest  
The 19th Annual Toronto 
Sketch Comedy Festival is set 
to make a grand return from 
March 6 to 17. Hosted at the 
Theatre Centre and Comedy 
Bar Bloor in Toronto, this be-
loved event promises a captivat-
ing array of live programming. 
Featuring a stellar lineup com-
prising more than 60 sketch 
comedy troupes hailing from 
across North America, TOs-
ketchfest will captivate au-
diences with over 50 dynamic 
showcases and the 7th annual 
TOsketchfest Film Festival. 

Among the anticipated high-
lights are Scott Thompson, re-
nowned for his role in The Kids 
in the Hall, embodying Buddy 
Cole in the production of King. 
Additionally, audiences eagerly 
await the long-anticipated re-
turn of TallBoyz and the up-
roarious performance of Sex 
T-Rex in their acclaimed pro-
duction SwordPlay (recipient of 
the Just For Laughs Best 
Comedy Award). 
torontosketchfest.com 
 

MUSIC

THEATRE

COMEDY

POP CULTURE

8 of the city’s best events (continued)
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L-R: Owner Joy Zubair, interior of Boho Chachkies

New Kensington spot is a time portal to the ’70s
A new vintage clothing and home goods 
store has opened in Kensington Market, and 
it’s a bohemian time portal to a ’70s market-
place, complete with 28 local vendors. At 
Boho Chachkies, you can find everything 
from clothes to plants, home decor, jewelry, 
books and handmade goods. 

Joy Zubair, the owner of the Kensington 
shop, is a first-time business owner who left 
a lifetime career behind for a life of selling 
vintage. Her new love for second-hand 
clothes and home goods manifested in the 
form of a brick-and-mortar shop. She had 
held onto the hope that, when COVID fi-
nally passed, she’d be able to find a space on 
Queen Street or in Kensington Market, 
where bohemian and vintage shops have 
long found a home. “That was the big 
dream,” she says. 

In October 2023, she came across a Kijiji 

listing for a space on Nassau Street. “It felt 
too good to be true,” Zubair says. “I really 
thought, ‘No way.’ ”   

But she went to see it and immediately 
fell in love, opting to sign the lease the next 
day. With hopes of opening in December 
for the Christmas retail push, she rushed to 
get the store together in three weeks.  

She knew she couldn’t source enough in-
ventory on such short notice, at least not 
without help, but she was well-connected in 
the vintage community.  

“I messaged a bunch of people to say, 
‘Hey, listen, I’m opening up a big store. Do 
you want to be a part of it?’” Zubair says. She 
filled the store in two days, with 28 vendors.  

Boho Chachkies officially opened on 
Dec. 1, and the impressive list of vendors in-
cludes shops like Plants and Things, Judy 
Jean Vintage, Decorative Book Bundles, 

Pachi Handmade Designs and Vintage 
Wax Works candle shop. 

It’s hard to believe that this all began from 
Zubair selling off items that she was no 
longer using on Facebook marketplace — 
eventually turning to thrift stores to source 
more items in her bohemian esthetic niche 
when she saw how fast items sold. 

Zubair launched the Boho Chachkies In-
stagram and Etsy shop in 2020, eventually 
quitting her job to sell vintage full-time. She 
also made her presence known in Toronto’s 
vintage market scene, serving as a pop-up 
vendor at Hippie Market and the Welcome 
Market — all of which served as the perfect 
foundation for a physical Boho Chachkies 
shop  becoming a permanent place for sec-
ond-hand sellers to reach customers. The 
store is open Wednesday to Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.     —Emma Johnston-Wheeler 

1. ’90s straight leg 
Take it back to the ’90s with the 
straight leg jean, perfect for a 
model-off-duty look — they’re a 
Kendall Jenner fave for a reason. 
Where to buy: Honey,  
460 Eglinton Ave. W. 
 
2. Dark wash 
This trend of indigo washes and 
midnight blues is multi-purpose 
— sneak a pair into your office 
wear and no one will notice.    
Where to buy:  7 For All  
Mankind, 1 Bass Pro Mills Dr. 
 
3. Barrel leg 
Also known as the horseshoe, 
these jeans have been all over the 
runway this season. Search for 
pants that go wide in the middle 
and tapered at the end. 
Where to buy: TNT,  
2901 Bayview Ave. 
 
4. Big cuffs 
The most DIY-friendly of the 
list, just turn up the bottoms of 
your favourite wide or straight 
leg jean for a 2024-approved 
cuffed look. 
Where to buy: Over the  
Rainbow, 55 Bloor St. W. 
 
5. Extra baggy 
Go extra long, extra wide and 
extra loose — the baggy look is 
mixing high fashion (see: 
Loewe, Valentino, Toteme) with 
high comfort.  
Where to buy: Blue Button 
Shop, 1499 Dundas St. W. 

L.A. brand Anine Bing comes to Yorkville
Los Angeles–based fashion brand Anine Bing will be taking over 
some coveted retail space in Yorkville this spring. The new location, 
the brand’s second in Canada after opening in Yorkdale just a few 
months back, will be at the Four Seasons Hotel. 

The corner storefront at Bay and Scollard streets may be just out-
side the main Yorkville shopping strip, but there’s no doubt that the 
shop will become a new favourite in the area. Anine Bing, founded 
by a former fashion blogger of the same name in 2012, has been 
worn by the likes of Gigi Hadid, Kate Upton and Meghan Markle.  
The brand is influenced by both Scandinavian and American style, 
and with collections of mix-and-match, minimalist pieces, the new 
shop will likely be a go-to spot for shoppers looking to try out the 
’90s revival or office siren trends. Key pieces in the 2024 collection 

include relaxed trousers, Princess Diana–inspired blazers and a va-
riety of tops fit for any neutral lover.  The brand is also known for 
its accessories, bags — there are a few woven totes for sale in the 
new collection in time for the warmer seasons — and a minimal se-
lection of shoes. 

The new shop puts Toronto on the map alongside a few other 
fashion-forward cities the brand has chosen for international loca-
tions, including London, Paris, Berlin and Melbourne.  

Anine Bing is just one of a few luxury brands that have chosen 
the Bloor-Yorkville area for a new location this year — Saint Lau-
rent and French brand Anne Fontaine are both set to open on Bloor 
West this year, on the heels of recent luxury openings, including Fer-
ragamo, Bonpoint and Alexander Wang.          —Julia Mastroianni 

5 denim trends 
and where to 
shop for them

Over the Rainbow’s cuffed jeans

FASHION CURRENTS 
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The BEEZ KNEEZ

Visit www.Beezkneez.ca 
or call 416-483-0705 for a tour

Nursery School
FOR CHILDREN 18 MONTHS - 4 YEARS 

We offer Enriched Pre-K, 
Preschool and Toddler Programs 
2, 3 or 5 Morning or 
Extended Days

Canada is regarded as a country 
of spectacular nature, with mag-
nificent forests. The boreal forest 
alone makes up 55 per cent of 
Canada’s land mass. In Ontario, 
66 per cent of the land is made 
up of forests. The government 
wants you to think our forest 
management practices are bey-
ond reproach. They aren’t. 

New research confirms that 
industrial logging isn’t ecologi-
cally sustainable. Rather, it’s rap-
idly degrading forest habitats 
and threatening species. 

A study by Brendan Mackey 
and colleagues, from Griffith 
University in Australia, looked at 
forestry in Ontario and Quebec 
and found, “The Canadian Gov-
ernment claims that its forests 
have been managed according to 
the principles of sustainable for-
est management for many years, 
yet this notion of sustainability is 
tied mainly to maximizing wood 
production and ensuring the re-
generation of commercially de-
sirable tree species following 
logging.” 

In Ontario (where 20 per cent 
of Canada’s forests are found), 
the rotation age of forests — the 
age they reach before they’re 
logged — is usually 80 to 100 
years, while the period between 
wildfires is 114 to 262 years. 

Where can one learn about 
logging’s cumulative impacts? 

Not, it turns out, from the fed-
eral government. It uses carefully 
curated statistics to perpetuate 
Canada’s image as a sustainable 
forestry leader. 

A coalition of national and re-
gional conservation organiza-
tions, including the David 
Suzuki Foundation, wrote a re-
port called “The State of the 
Forest in Canada: Seeing 
Through the Spin.” It points to 
the lack of information in Natu-
ral Resources Canada’s report on 
the negative impacts of logging 
infrastructure on forest regener-
ation, population declines of key 
iconic forest-dependent species 
and logging’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. It also highlights a 
failure to assess the alignment 
between logging practices and 
Indigenous rights. 

Forests are critical for all life. 
They help regulate the planet’s 
climate, provide habitat, give sus-
tenance to people, supply oxygen. 
Industrial development is put-
ting all of that at risk, which puts 
us at risk. 

It’s past time to put words into 
action and do better at protect-
ing forests. Having honest con-
versations about the state of the 
forests is a good place to start. 

Ontario’s forests are 
getting logged too fast

A logged forest in Northern Ontario

CURRENTS ENVIRONMENT

DAVID SUZUKI with  
files from boreal project 
manager Rachel Plotkin.



Early detection of cancer and disease.  
Peace of mind is a scan away.

Book online or call

Dear Sangita: I think my parents 
love my boyfriend more than me. 
They've only known him for two 
years, and they often try to hang 
out just with him. It makes me feel 
like they don't love me. What should 
I do?                           — Fourth wheel 
 

Dear Fourth Wheel: It’s kind of 
weird that they only want to hang 
out with him and not you, and it’s 
wrong for them to say that he’s 
too good for you — that’s the 
wrong message. They may just be 
joking, but if you’re sensitive to it, 
you should acknowledge it. I think 
your parents may just be on a high 
that you found someone so spe-
cial. A lot of in-laws don’t get 
along with the partner, and you’re 
in a special place where you’re not 
even married and your parents are 
in love with your partner. It took 
a long time for my dad to say, 
“You’re good enough for my 
daughter!” So this is not nec-
essarily a bad thing. To embrace 
this situation, organize something 

that you like to do and invite both 
your parents and your boyfriend 
so you feel like you’re in charge of 
the environment. If you have a bit 
more control, you’ll be part of the 
narrative again. 
 
Dear Sangita: My husband is 
pretty good at doing his part at 
home. He cooks, cleans, grocery 
shops, all of that. But every time we 
visit his parents, he becomes lazy 

and expects me to do everything the 
way his dad expects his mom to do 
everything. How do I bring this up 
with him?                     —Woe is wife 
 

Dear Woe: A parent-child rela-
tionship is so complicated. Parents 
are growing and learning as 
they're raising their child. There 
are going to be mistakes. But it 
depends what this mistake is. I 
don't know how severe it is, but 

I’ll say that, for my parents, I don’t 
ask them for apologies because 
they speak their apologies in dif-
ferent ways. It's more about show-
ing up and giving me a hug.  

Most people who are asking 
someone to say sorry, they want 
them to take ownership of it. You 
might be holding onto the term 
“sorry,” rather than what you really 
need — for your parent to ac-
knowledge what happened. Your 
parent showing that they ac-
knowledge what happened to you 
is way more important than that 
“sorry.” If they apologize but they 
don’t mean it, what’s the point?  

If, as you say, you know your 
parent is not the type to apologize, 
then maybe you need to focus on 
that acknowledgement and own-
ership instead. Hopefully that will 
be what you need to help you 
heal. 

 
Dear Sangita: I've been dating my 
partner for two years now, and I 
don't like her friends. They're over-

bearing with her and judgmental 
of her life decisions. I want to be 
honest with her, but I don't think 
she'll want to hear it. What should 
I do?             —Best friends for never 
 

Dear Best: My husband has his 
own life, I have my own life, and 
then we have a life together, which 
means respecting each other’s 
spaces and friends. I don't like the 
fact that they are treating her in a 
negative way, but she’s been 
friends with these women for so 
long, so maybe they have a 
sibling-type relationship where 
they’re just honest with each other 
in a way that someone on the out-
side would perceive as being rude. 
If you feel uncomfortable hanging 
out with them, then don’t! But 
you need to respect her relation-
ship with her friends, even if you 
don’t understand it. 

 
 

Dear Sangita: My parents love my boyfriend more than me 
CURRENTS ADVICE

SANGITA PATEL is our advice 
columnist and was previously  
a host on ET Canada.
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Canada Inc. which is a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. All trademarks are the property of their respective 
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Start a conversation today with Zoe. 

Zoe Joyce Kiousis, CIM®, FCSI®
Senior Portfolio Manager, Senior Investment Advisor

66 Wellington St.W., 36th Floor, Toronto, Ontario M5K 1A2   
Tel: 416-982-2126 | zoe.kiousis@td.com | zoejoycekiousis.com

TD Wealth Private  
Investment Advice
A disciplined approach to reaching 
your goals
Devote your time to what is important to you 
and delegate the day-to-day management of 
your investments to a professional you trust. 
TD Privately Managed Portfolios.

The Q-ssis Wealth Management Group is a part of TD Wealth Private Investment Advice, a division of TD Waterhouse 
Canada Inc. which is a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. All trademarks are the property of their respective 
owners. ® The TD logo and other TD trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.
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When Toronto’s Robbie Amell 
first helped fund and star in a 
sci-fi short film passion project 
in 2016 called Code 8, he didn’t 
anticipate that the resulting 
movie would catch the eye of 
Netflix. 

But the streaming giant was 
certainly interested after fans 
raised $2.4 million to help 
Amell, his cousin Stephen Amell 
and director Jeff Chan fund the 
original film in 2019. The sequel, 
the newly released Code 8: Part 
II, was quickly backed by Netflix. 

It’s an amazing accomplish-
ment for someone who, he says, 
“fell ass-backwards” into acting. 
“I did commercials and print 
work as a kid, but then I was 
playing hockey seven days a 
week, and I didn’t have time,” he 
says. But then, the summer be-
fore Grade 11 at Lawrence Park 
Collegiate, Amell got an au-
dition for Cheaper By the Dozen 
2. 

“I booked it and shot for two 
months over the summer, and it 
was totally life changing,” he 
says. 

Having an acting credit with 
Eugene Levy and Steve Martin 
as scene partners was enough to 
kick-start his career — Amell 
landed recurring roles on a few 
teen shows, a superhero stint on 
The Flash, and in 2020, he 
landed the lead in comedy series 
Upload. 

Code 8 was a chance for Amell 

to create something of his own 
as both producer and actor. 

“We were just trying to make 
our version of a grounded, gritty 
superpowers movie. We wanted 
to take something that people 
can relate to and add the powers 
and the visual effects to make it 
a little more entertaining,” he 
says.  

Aside from the superpowers, 
the movie is set in a world quite 
like our own — and for good 
reason, considering it was filmed 
in Toronto (at one point, the 
news plays in the background 
and the channel on the TV re-
sembles a dystopian CP24).  

“In the first movie, we had 
two total Americans. In the 
sequel, we have zero,” Amell 
shares. You’ll recognize some of 
the faces on screen as fellow To-
rontonians, including Aaron 
Abrams, Alex Mallari Jr. and 
Jean Yoon.  

Local talent is a common 
theme for Amell — the roman-
tic drama he produced that was 
released in February, Float, fea-
tured Kim’s Convenience’s Andrea 
Bang as his co-star, Toronto’s 
Sherren Lee as director and was 
filmed in Vancouver. 

He filmed Float and Code 8: 
Part II back-to-back, swapping 
locations — and genres. “I like 
doing all of it. I’m less interested 
in the genre and more interested 
in the story and the people 
involved.”    —Julia Mastroianni 

Netflix backs T.O. 
star’s passion project

Robbie Amell is starring in ‘Code 8: Part II’

CURRENTS GROWING UP T.O.

FAST FACTS
NAME: 
Robbie Amell  
HIGH SCHOOL: 
Lawrence Park Collegiate 
 

FAVE T.O. MEMORY: 
Growing up in his Armour 
Heights apartment  
FAVE RESTAURANT:  
Pai  
FAVE LOCAL ACTOR:  
Greg Bryk



Hailing from Boston and Tokyo, 
on opposite sides of the world, it 
was fate that Brenna Flaherty and 
Kota Sato met in Toronto as pro-
fessional dancers in the National 
Ballet of Canada. Now, the so-
loists will have the chance to 
demonstrate their synchronicity 
in not only love but onstage in the 
upcoming performance of Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland, run-
ning from March 5 to 17. Here, 
the couple share the story of how 
they met and their fairy-tale wed-
ding in Japan. 
 
How they met 
Brenna: We met at work at the 
National Ballet of Canada in 
2016. I was an apprentice with 
the company, and Kota was on his 
third year in the company. 
Kota: I thought she was the cute 
new girl. 
 
The first date 
Kota: We got very close during 
the company Christmas party. 
She was injured during The Nut-

cracker, so she wasn’t around, but 
I saw her waiting to check in for 
the party, and I was right behind 
her, so I started talking to her. 
After that, we just sort of hit it off. 
That was our first date — I asked 
her to have a drink after the show, 
and we just kept talking. 
 
The courtship 
Kota: Our actual second date, we 
decided to go see a movie, La La 
Land. It was a late night show, 

and I didn’t know at the time that 
she was such a sleepy mouse. So 
the first movie we saw together, 
on our second date, she fell as-
leep! But to me, that was a good 
sign that she could get comfort-
able next to me.  
 
The proposal 
Kota: I proposed to her with a 
surprise on June 12 of 2022. We 
were doing Swan Lake, and se-
cretly, I was talking to her friends 

and family, and they all organized 
a flight into Toronto. I surprised 
her at the rooftop bar at Broad-
view Hotel. She thought she was 
having a girls’ night and then we 
were all there. It was a cloudy day 
all day, and suddenly the sun 
came out right as I proposed. 
 
Dancing together 
Brenna: During COVID, the 
company paired us together for a 
new work that was going to be 
premiering soon. That was our 
first time working together, and I 
think any couple who dances to-
gether can tell you that it's not the 
easiest thing to work with your 
partner. But when we dance to-
gether, it's always really rewarding 
when we perform. Getting to 
share the moments and the eye 
contact onstage are some of my 
favourite memories. 
 
The wedding 
Brenna: We were married on Jan. 
6, 2024, and we got married in 
Tokyo. It was very special because 

my immediate family all came to 
Tokyo, and they got to experience 
Japan and get to know Kota’s 
family, which doesn’t happen very 
often because they’re so far away. 
We didn't do a traditional Japa-
nese wedding, but they do have 
different customs and traditions, 
and it was the best day of our life. 
I wouldn't change one thing. 
 
Shared interests 
Brenna: We both really love mu-
sical theatre, and we’re both big 
foodies, which is another huge 
reason why we’re together  — 
Imanishi is our favourite spot.  
 
The secret to success 
Brenna: We agree on a lot of 
things, but I think our ability to 
compromise when we don't agree 
is something that we’ve acquired 
over our seven plus years together. 
 
The future together 
Kota: I’m hoping to build a happy 
family with a lot of joy and sing-
ing and dancing. 

National Ballet dancers on their fairy-tale wedding

Brenna Flaherty and Kota Sato were married in Japan

CURRENTS HOW THEY MET
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MARCH 8th IS INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY & WE ARE CELEBRATING WOMEN IN OUR COMMUNITY

Aimée Finlay 
Business Owner

more aware of the importance of shopping locally and
supporting independent retailers and are now more
conscious of the positive impact their choices can
have on the overall well-being of their community.
When asked what we can look forward to this season
Aimée says “Classic nightwear silhouettes are reimag-

ined in eco-friendly textiles made from renewable

resources like beech wood and recycled fibers. In

lingerie, pretty wearable neutrals dominate and wire-

free bralettes are still in high-demand. We are excited

to offer an excellent selection of luxury swim and

lingerie from lines including SHAN, Eberjey, Simone

Perele, Marie Jo and more.” Head over to Beestung at
2624 Yonge Street and get ready to find that perfect
piece!

Beestung owner Aimée Finlay first opened the doors to her 
store in the uptown Yonge Street community back in 2006. 
This year she is thrilled to be celebrating her 18th year in 
business. Her continued success is in large part due to her 
incredible staff and their excellent customer service and bra 
fittings, as well as her partnership with the very best linge-
rie and swim collections. Since she first opened her doors 
18 years ago, the local community has become so much 

Beestung Lingerie 
2624 Yonge Street 
416-481-4829 • beestunglingerie.com 

Dr. Niosha Daneshvar 
Dentist

that each patient receives personalized attention and 
care tailored to their unique needs and concerns.  
     Moreover, Dr. Daneshvar is committed to making 
high-quality dentistry accessible to all members of the 
community, regardless of financial constraints. Through 
innovative approaches and financing options she. 
ensures that excellent dental care remains affordable 
and within reach. By offering flexible payment plans and 
cost-effective solutions without compromising on 
quality, Dr. Daneshvar's clinics empower patients to 
prioritize their oral health without the burden of 
financial stress. Her commitment to affordability, 
combined with her dedication to delivering comprehen-
sive and individualized care, exemplifies Dr. Daneshvar's 
vision of excellence in dental healthcare, where every 
individual can achieve their best smile and overall well-
being. 

Dr. Niosha Daneshvar's commitment to providing the best 
patient experience, comprehensive individualized care and 
making quality dentistry affordable to the community under-
scores her dedication to inclusive and accessible healthcare. 
At her three dental offices in Toronto, Dr. Daneshvar priori-
tizes an environment where every patient feels valued and 
supported. With a focus on the patient's comfort and well-
being, her clinics offer a welcoming atmosphere, ensuring 

D on E Dental 
20 Eglinton Ave. W. Suite 1100 
416-486-8644 • dentistoneglinton.com 

Jasmine Daya 
Lawyer & Entrepreneur

provides property management services. She is the
sole owner of Pravda Vodka Bar and Bar 244, two
iconic venues in downtown Toronto. During the
pandemic, Jasmine purchased Cake nightclub which
many thought was a “risky move”, rebranded it as
Angel’s Den and then built the business back up
before selling it last year. 
    Jasmine resides in the City of Toronto with her three
children, ages 11, 14 and 18. She hopes to inspire
women to realize their full potential in work and at
home while enjoying life as she does. According to
Jasmine, “Nobody said you could only do one thing in

life so I’m doing it all and truly enjoying the ride.”

Jasmine Daya has a B.Sc. in Economics, B.B.A. in Finance, 
LL.B., LL.M. and various other certificates from well-known 
institutions. 
   Jasmine is an established personal injury lawyer, published 
author of Law Girl’s Bump in the Road, published author of 
the Indian cookbook series, JD in the Kitchen, podcast host 
of Law Girl, entrepreneur involved in various business      
ventures and she has a portfolio of real estate for which she 

Jasmine Daya & Co. 
2 St. Clair Ave. W., Suite #1012, Toronto 
416-967-9100 • www.jdlawyers.ca 



Dr. Shelley McMain, Ph.D., C.Psych and  
Dr. Shari Geller, Ph.D., C. Psych  
Clinical Psychologists

and Shari support a group of exceptional Psychologists, 
Social Workers and Registered Psychotherapists.   
     The Centre for MindBody Health is an oasis of 
support when you are struggling and your mental 
health or that of a loved one is compromised. Shelley, 
Shari and their clinical team provide services in a 
beautifully designed clinic, on-line via secure screen 
sessions, or both.  
     Shelley and Shari's secret to success is their enduring 
focus on the skills and well-being of their team. This 
mirrors their commitment to their clients' well-being. 
Their attention to excellence in mental health services 
is unwavering. They invest time and attention to their 
team's skills, ensuring excellence in individual, couple, 
family and group therapies. They also invest in local, 
national and international clinical skill-building through 
exceptional training and workshops.  

Dr. Shelley McMain and Dr. Shari Geller have been on a shared 
passion in psychotherapy, psychotherapy training and clinical 
research for many years. Their clinic, The Centre for Mind-
Body Health, has been a beacon for mental health services 
in Toronto for thousands of people since 2014. Recognized   
nationally and internationally for their expertise in Dialectical 
Behavior Therapy, Emotion Focused Therapy, Self-Compas-
sion, Trauma and other Mindfulness-based therapies, Shelley 

505 Eglinton Ave. West, Ste. 200 
centreformindbodyhealth@gmail.com 
416-855-2624 • www.cmbh.space 

Elli Davis 
Real Estate Sales  
Representative 

swiftly ensued. 
     Elli has consistently ranked among the nation's top 
realtors; a testament to her relentless drive and 
exceptional reputation. With more than four decades 
of expertise, focusing on the real estate market in 
central Toronto, Elli offers  an unparalleled level of 
knowledge in many neighbourhoods within the city. 
Specializing in the  marketing of condominiums and 
houses across various price ranges, Elli's secret to 
success lies in her hands-on approach, proven 
negotiation skills and commitment to providing the 
highest quality of service to her clients. Her proudest 
achievement is her ability to ensure every transaction 
runs smoothly and every client is satisfied. Beyond her 
professional endeavours, Elli sees Toronto not just as a 
place of business, but as her home.

Elli Davis’ journey into real estate began in the summer of 
1983, marked by the swift sale of her first condominium at 
the esteemed 'Granite Place' in the area of Yonge and St. 
Clair. It was a moment that ignited her passion for the         
industry, leading her to devote countless hours following 
up on leads, conducting open houses, and showing       
properties during evenings and weekends. Her unwavering 
dedication yielded results, as listings flooded in and sales 

1867 Yonge St., Toronto 
416-402-0787 • ellidavis.com 

Lydia Abbott 
Partner, Senior Art Specialist

featuring Canadian and international artists with online 
sales, live auctions and private sales. The firm's reach 
has expanded, including clients from across Canada, the 
United States, Europe and Asia. 
    2023 was a banner year for Lydia, when Cowley 
Abbott secured the most valuable Private Collection of 
Canadian Art ever sold at auction for $36.6million. Lydia 
also became an Adjunct Professor at University of 
Toronto  developing and teaching 'The Business of Art.' 
Lydia sits on the Advisory Board for a major exhibition 
set to open in the spring in Venice and she was recently 
nominated for RBC Women's Entrepreneur Award. 
    Lydia attributes her success to working in a field
that continues to challenge and intrigue her, surround-
ing herself with an amazing team of professionals and
being blessed with a supportive husband and two
wonderful boys. 

Lydia Abbott earned a Master of Arts degree in historical 
and contemporary Canadian Art from the University of     
Toronto and an Honours B.A. in Art History from McGill    
University. In 2013, following a decade of art industry         
experience in Montreal and Toronto, Lydia struck out on her 
own with fellow Art Specialist, Rob Cowley, to form Cowley 
Abbott Fine Art Auctioneers. 
    Cowley Abbott has experienced tremendous growth      

Cowley Abbott Fine Art Auctioneers 
326 Dundas St. West, Toronto 
416-479-9703 • www.cowleyabbott.ca 

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN OUR COMMUNITY



Nelly Aguilera 
Spanish Teacher

Spanish classes via Zoom, tailoring each session to
suit the specific needs and interests of her students.
Going beyond language instruction, she will even
infuse cultural elements into her teaching, sometimes
even preparing tamales and tres leches cake for the
more studious of her pupils!  
      Nelly's lighthearted approach, characterized by her
keen sense of humour and willingness to poke fun at
herself, creates a relaxed and trusting atmosphere for
her students. This unique blend of professionalism and
warmth sets the stage for an enriching journey toward
mastering the Spanish language. “It’s exercising one’s

brain, and keeping it fit,” Nelly says, “Speaking in two

languages is like having another life in another

wonderful world!” 

Nelly Aguilera, the proud owner of Hola Nelly, hails from   
Tabasco, Mexico, and her passion for her language and    
culture has been the driving force behind her thriving    
business. Previously a certified instructor at the Spanish 
Centre in Toronto, as well as a Spanish teacher with       
Duolingo, Nelly now offers her own classes to help others        
engage with the language and culture she holds so dear.  
   Nelly offers private, semi-private, and group online      

hola nelly.com 
info@holanelly.com 
647-522-5003 • www.holanelly.com 

Diana Sideris 
Restauranteur

opened in May 2013 and it was one of the most
anticipated openings of the year. They kept their
original menus but added more gluten free options,
vegan selections and a refined cocktail list. Their 3rd
location in the Canary District opened July 2016 and
their 4th location in Bayview Village Shopping Mall in
late Fall of the same year. They believe they achieved
success by developing relationships with their
clientele and the high quality of their food and service.
"People keep coming back and telling others and that
is success to me" says Rony. Tabule has been voted
Best Middle Eastern Restaurant by several magazines,
voted Best World Cuisine, Top 100 Restaurants 2010
by Joanne Kates – Post City Magazines, Best of
Toronto –Toronto Life and has a rating of Excellent in
Zagat.

Diana Sideris and husband Rony Goriachy planned to open 
a middle eastern restaurant. In 2006, they opened the 
doors  to Tabülè & rave reviews followed. 
    They don't aim to be edgy, they go the traditional route 
making sure the food is always fresh, delicious and served 
by friendly staff. They doubled the size of the Yonge          
location and added a successful delivery, catering and 
wholesale division. The 2nd location at 810 Queen St East 

Tabülè Middle Eastern Cuisine 
2009 Yonge St. + 810 Queen St. E.  
416-483-3747 + 416 465 2500  • www.tabule.ca 

Dina Constantinou 
Insurance Agency Owner

    Her career in insurance evolved from a passion for 
helping people; with her background in criminology, she 
had a desire to work where she could apply her expert-
ise in investigations. As such, prior to opening her own 
firm, Dina held roles in both internal investigations and 
Special Investigations at Desjardins Corp Offices.   
    As the owner of an award-winning agency, Dina takes 
pride in protecting clients from the unexpected and 
ensuring families are properly covered. Dina emphasizes 
the importance of an elevated level of service to 
customers, as well as contributing to the community by 
way of giving back and getting involved. 
    The ongoing reputation her team has built within her 
local and cultural communities is one of her greatest 
professional successes. Her agency has become a highly 
sought-after insurance provider in Toronto and for this, 
she is grateful. 

In addition to being a spouse and mother of three, Dina has 
been providing insurance and financial services from her    
Avenue Road location for 6+ years, with 30 years of industry 
experience serving the communities in and around Toronto. 
An alumnus of the University of Toronto, Dina holds an         
undergrad degree in Criminology, a certified HR leadership 
designation, and the requisite insurance licenses to run her 
agency. 

Dina Constantinou Insurance and Financial Services 
Inc., a Desjardins Insurance Agency 
1695 Avenue Road 
416-792-8997 • dinaconst.com 

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN OUR COMMUNITY
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FOOD
SECTION

While some may shy away from the restaurant industry, hockey players—        
particularly Maple Leafs players—have confidently transitioned from ice stars 
to kitchen kings. Love it or not, Tim Hortons stands as a Canadian icon. Opening 
his first donut shop in Hamilton in 1964, Horton's legacy thrived posthumously, 
expanding into a multi-billion dollar franchise. Former Leafs captain Wendel 

Clark, launched Wendel Clark's Classic Grill and Bar in 1997. The chain            
expanded to multiple locations, offering Canadian cuisine in a hockey-themed 
setting. Leafs right winger Mitch Marner recently entered the restaurant scene, 
collaborating with Nick Di Donato and Kevin O'Leary to launch the upscale 
Blue Bovine Steak and Sushi House at Union Station.

A history of Toronto hockey heroes turned foodies

Clockwise from top left: Wendel Clark (right); Tim Horton; Kevin O'Leary, Mitch Marner, Nick Di Donato
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NONNA KNOWS BEST
Meaty, saucy and oh so cheesy, the meatball is the epitome of comfort food. With Mama Rosa, our  

previous meatball taste test winner, as the judge, we're set for an epic showdown.  
Read on to see who earns the title of ultimate meatball sandwich champion.

FOOD TASTE TEST

Signature meaty bitesSAUCY SENSATION 
“The bun is perfect, and the sauce you  
can tell it’s homemade. There’s also a  

nice amount of meat — the balls are not  
too big like some of the others.” 

Nino D’Aversa, 7287 Yonge St., Thornhill, $13.95 

MEAT ME ON THE FLIPSIDE 
“I love lots of toppings on my 
meatball sandwich, so I like the 
roasted red peppers here.  
The tomato sauce has a  
nice flavour too.” 
Stock T.C,  2388 Yonge St., $14 

MAMMA MIA! 
“The meatballs are OK but I think they need  
some more flavour — something is missing.  

But overall it’s not a bad sandwich.” 
Boccone Deli & Pizza,  
1384 Yonge St., $10 

 

AMORE AT FIRST BITE  
“I love this crusty bun — you 
don’t want your meatball 
sandwich to fall apart or get 
soggy, which can happen 
when the bun is too soft. 
The meat is nice and juicy, 
and there’s a good amount 
of sauce.” Papamio’s  
934 Manning Ave.,  
$12.75 

FLAVOUR BOMB 
“I like the flavours. The sand-
wich is a little bit spicy, but I 

like some heat. The meatballs 
are nice and juicy, and there’s 

a lot of cheese.” 
California Sandwiches,  

3701 Chesswood Dr.,  
North York, $15.75

Rosa Marinuzzi | Post City’s 
tasting chef, has been 
charming diners at her  
restaurant 7 Numbers  
since 2001. 

Herb-infused extravaganza

THAT’S A SPICY MEATBALL! 
“The flavours here are very strong — 

a little too much garlic for my  
taste. The meatball is moist, and I like  

the fresh basil and provolone.”  
Good Behaviour,  

342 Westmoreland Ave. N., $17 



HOMES & INTERIORS

Upgrade your home this  
summer with a NEW ROOF that 

will last for years to come! 

SHINGLE & FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS

Our expert team will ensure your home is protected from the elements while  
adding value and style.  Don't wait until it's too late, book your appointment now! 

416-483-6326  •  www.bathurstroofing.com 

Serving Toronto for over 50 years! Family owned & operated since 1968.

SENIORS DISCOUNT

METRO LIC. 813

Limited
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Toronto’s Largest Consignment Showroom 
for Luxury Furniture and Home Decor 

Since 1996

F U R N I T U R E   •   A R T   •   M I R R O R S   •   L I G H T I N G    •   A R E A  R U G S   •   C RY S TA L   •   A C C E S S O R I E S

Find Unique & 
Beautiful Items  
for your Home
New Arrivals Daily

185 Bridgeland Avenue • Toronto 
(5 mins from Yorkdale Shopping Centre) 
Open 7 Days a Week   10 am – 5 pm

Browse • Choose • Enjoy 416.256.9256 • ofthingspast.com

Want to Consign?  
Please Email photos to: info@ofthingspast.com 
Moving? Redecorating? Clearing an Estate?  
We offer an in-home consultation service. 
Please email: homevisit@ofthingspast.com 
We consider Items in perfect or near-perfect condition only.  
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NANA  
Nana's cosy 60-seat setup mirrors 
Bangkok's street eateries, boasting 
shared tables and colourful plastic 

stools. Diners can sample an array of 
dishes inspired by Thailand's street 
food culture, creating a lively and 
enjoyable dining atmosphere rem-
iniscent of various regions across 

Thailand. “Nana” is the part of Bang-
kok where people meet to dine and 
socialize, and although many of the 

dishes at this Queen West eatery 
are for the more adventurous, either 

in their flavour profiles, lesser-
known ingredients or spice level, 

there are plenty of options for even 
the most discerning palates. 

785 Queen St. W.

1

T.O.’S BIGGEST TREND: LITTLE THAI RESTAURANTS
Despite Toronto's small Thai population, their restaurants dominate the city's culinary scene. 

While big names like Pai have long been prominent, it's the cozy, bespoke eateries  
with 30 to 50 seats that are stealing the spotlight.

SOM TUM JINDA  
Although it arrives Michelin  

recommended from Thailand, 
among Toronto's array of Thai res-
taurants, it had much to prove — 
and prove itself it did! Although it 
has only been open for under a 
year, the unassuming basement-

level restaurant aims to offer Toron-
tonians a unique Thai experience. 
Specializing in northeastern Thai 

dishes, the restaurant is best known 
for Som tum, a zesty papaya salad 

prepared using a mortar and pestle. 
In its cosy intimacy, an open-con-
cept kitchen is at the heart of the 

restaurant, adding to the  
overall ambience.  
76 Gerrard St. E.

FAVORITES THAI BBQ  
A Bib Gourmand recipient, this 

Trinity-Bellwoods establishment, 
owned by Jonathan Poon (of Khao 

San Road and Paris Paris fame), 
opened to acclaim in 2019. The cosy 
40-seat restaurant occupies the rear 

part of the storefront, with Sam 
James Coffee anchoring the front. 

Like Jonathan Poon's other Toronto 
eateries, it encourages diners to 

enjoy the company and atmosphere 
as much as the food. Breaking tradi-
tion, it focuses on Thai-inspired sa-
lads and grilled dishes using local 

ingredients. Chef Ronnie Sue ensures 
each dish, from salads to grills, bursts 
with spicy umami and smoky tones. 

141 Ossington Ave.

MAYA BAY  
Step into Maya Bay, and you'll feel 
like you've been whisked away to 
Thailand, not Cabbagetown. The 

late-night Thai snack bar, from the 
mind behind Koh Lipe, draws its 
name from the iconic island fea-
tured in The Beach, starring Leo-

nardo DiCaprio. The small 40-seat 
venue is embellished with artwork 
by Thai artist Aoe Girard, and the 
menu bears the mark of Iron Chef 
for Chef Prasopchok “Art” Trakul-
phat, renowned for his modern in-

terpretation of traditional Thai 
cuisine. Try the flavours of the tom 
yum linguine and the leng saap, a 

Thai spicy pork bone soup. 
252 Carlton St.  

FOOD FEATURE

2 3 4

1

2 3

4



58

|
M

A
R

C
H

 2
0

2
4

L-R: Chef and owner Gerry Quintero, a dish from Ficoa’s tasting menu

Little Italy eatery has a 16-course tasting menu
It has been a dream for decades, and Gerry 
Quintero, one of the owners of the local 
grocery store and café Alma + Gil, has fi-
nally realized it. Raised originally as a vege-
tarian, Quintero learned to cook with meat 
upon immigrating to Canada and has since 
harboured the vision of opening his own 
restaurant. 

Now, that dream is a reality. Taking over 
the space formerly occupied by the popular 
Italian restaurant Il Covo, Quintero is 
bringing Ficoa to Toronto, offering a new 
tasting menu experience to the city. 

In contemplating a name for the space, 
Quintero originally considered honouring 
his investor’s late brother. However, a deeper 
desire to pay homage eventually led to the 
birth of Ficoa. The name draws inspiration 
from the cultural tapestry of Ambato, Ecua-
dor, the hometown of the restaurant’s pas-

sionate investor. 
Ficoa's design honours to the natural 

beauty of Ambato, incorporating hints of 
greenery and a mandarin orange–themed 
colour scheme. An immersive mural, 
adorned with green tones and mandarins, 
invites guests into the heart of the restau-
rant's inspiration. 

“I like the idea of being able to provide an 
experience where guests aren’t just sitting 
there and eating — they’re also enjoying the 
room and the vibe,” says Quintero. “In par-
ticular, the smell of the restaurant was huge 
for us, so we also have certain scents like 
mandarin throughout the space.” 

Ficoa stands out not only for its name and 
design, but also for its distinctive culinary 
approach. Quintero's culinary journey, 
shaped by diverse influences over the years, 
culminates in Ficoa's commitment to con-

temporary Canadian cuisine. 
Stepping away from à la carte offerings, 

the tasting menu will be priced at $250 and 
promises 16 dishes, which Quintero notes 
will be an ever-changing seasonal menu that 
showcases signature dishes. 

Patrons can enjoy a succulent barbecue 
duck — which Quintero has been perfect-
ing since 2013 — along with other dishes 
like smoked fish, wagyu and even pasta. And 
although the menu will boast a contempo-
rary selection, Quintero isn’t hesitant to also 
infuse some Mexican flavours and other 
spices in certain dishes. 

This creativity extends to beverage pair-
ings, with options for wine or chef cocktail 
pairings, skillfully curated by the all-bar-
tender front-of-house team. 

Ficoa is located at 585 College St. 
     —Jennifer Schembri

Accomplished chef Keith Pears 
has opened his first restaurant in 
Thornhill. Glass Kitchen, an 
Asian-fusion eatery, combines 
innovation, tradition and cher-
ished childhood memories. 

Growing up in Vancouver, 
surrounded by a family of chefs, 
Pears discovered his passion for 
cooking early on. His grandma's 
Chinese-Western café was 
where he absorbed the love, fla-
vours and traditions that made 
her food exceptional. 

Serving both brunch and 
dinner, Glass Kitchen’s menu 
will take you on a  "global gas-
tronomic journey with inter-
nationally inspired menu 
offerings." Brunch includes 
dishes like cured hibachi, Jakarta 
lamb skewers, mini lobster rolls 
and cheeseburger empanadas. 

Dinner at Glass Kitchen fea-
tures delicious options like Hok-
kaido scallop risotto and burrata 
alla Norma. For dessert, guests 
can savour fusion treats such as 
raspberry lychee baked Alaska 
and ube custard cake. 

Chef Pears's culinary journey 
is a testament to passion and 
skill. His achievements include 
wins at Best of the West, 
Chopped Canada and securing 
a spot to represent Canada in 
the 2025 Bocuse d'Or Finals in 
Lyon, often referred to as the 
"culinary Olympics." 

Glass Kitchen is located at 
505 Hwy. 7 in Thornhill. —JS 

OG Pickle Barrel closes in North York
In 1971, the culinary journey began for the Pickle Barrel, an 85-
seat Jewish deli located on Leslie Street in North York. The res-
taurant aimed at offering high-quality deli fare at affordable 
prices, and from this modest start, the Pickle Barrel blossomed 
into a household name, with multiple locations across the GTA. 
Unfortunately, this original location recently closed its doors, 
marking the end of an era. 
   A sign posted on the door of the Pickle Barrel on Leslie Street 
conveys a heartfelt message: “...The time has come for the Pickle 
Barrel on Leslie Street to close its doors after almost 60 years of 
serving you. We would like to thank each of you for your patron-
age and friendship over the last five decades, welcoming our team 
into your community and into your lives.” 

   Maintaining a consistent style across its locations, the Pickle 
Barrel is recognized for its expansive, vibrant leather booths, 
hanging blown glass lights and chic decor. Presently, the Pickle 
Barrel has a footprint in seven locations across Ontario, including 
London, Waterloo, Bramalea and three GTA locations. 
   This is yet another closure in recent years for the Pickle Barrel 
chain. In 2020, the downtown Toronto location in the Atrium 
on Bay closed its doors after a four-decade run, citing challenges 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, a decline in downtown foot 
traffic and the lack of an outdoor dining patio. Adding to this, 
in September 2022, the Pickle Barrel at Sherway Gardens in 
Etobicoke permanently closed its doors. 

                                    —JS 

B.C. chef opens 
Glass Kitchen 
in Thornhill

Glass Kitchen’s lobster rolls

FOOD
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Diavola’s pizza toppings reflect the owner’s Brazilian-Italian roots 

Roman pizzeria comes to Yonge & Eg
Diavola Pizza might be a newcomer to 
midtown, but it has already made itself at 
home in the neighbourhood and has big 
plans for the future. 

Serving Roman-style pizza with all 
dough, sauce and toppings made in-
house, the takeout joint is a “passion proj-
ect” between two local entrepreneurs 
who have already found success in the 
neighbourhood on differing ventures. 

Aldi Cibuku of Slayer Burger and Fa-
biana Del Bianco of Padaria’s Bakery 
have come together for the new adven-

ture focused on the one food item that 
can unite us all. 

“Pizza is my favourite food on the 
planet, and I think it’s a very versatile 
food,” says Del Bianco. “You can have it 
for lunch or for dinner; for a warm meal 
or just a snack — whatever you want.” 

As to why they chose to serve the fo-
caccia-style pizza characterized by square 
slices? Del Bianco suggests that Roman-
style pizza, more than any other, offers 
more opportunities for experimentation.  

Alongside classic pizzas, available by 

the slice or whole, such as pepperoni and 
margherita, Diavola offers unique op-
tions that complement Del Bianco’s Bra-
zilian-Italian roots. One standout is the 
chicken and cream cheese pizza, 
frequently featured on Diavola's rotating 
specials list. 

“Brazilians put cream cheese every-
where,” Del Bianco jokes. “It’s one thing 
we have to be doing, and we have a lot of 
Italians in Brazil, so pizza is one of Bra-
zil’s favourite foods as well.” 

Del Bianco’s namesake pizza features 

FOOD NEWS 

Australian-themed bar is one of the city’s hottest openings 
Ever crave a taste of Australia but can’t hop on a plane? 
Well, the wait is over — Electric Bill has just set up 
shop at 866 Bloor St. W., and it's bringing the laid-back, 
cheeky Aussie vibes right to your doorstep. 

Born and raised in Orange, Australia, co-owner 
Casey Ryan made the move to Toronto in 2010 to re-
fine his bartending skills, culminating in his role as the 
head bartender at Civil Liberties. Following a recent 
visit to his hometown, Ryan was inspired to transport 
the best elements of the Australian bar scene to Canada. 
This vision took shape alongside Civil Liberties owners 
Nick Kennedy and Dave Huynh, giving birth to the 
concept of Electric Bill. 

"I love Toronto, but there's a certain Aussie vibe I've 
been missing. Electric Bill is my way of sharing that 
cheeky, relaxed atmosphere with this amazing city," says 

Ryan. "It's more than just cocktails and dishes. It's about 
embracing the very essence of Australia’s food and bev-
erage scene, Aussie slang included." 

Electric Bill doesn't boast pretentiousness. Instead, it 
offers a casual, friendly environment, inviting patrons 
to savour a deliciously curated menu inspired by the 
land down under. The venue's name pays homage to 
Australia's iconic platypus and its “electric” sixth sense 
used for hunting. The venue houses a 60-seat bar 
adorned with a menu that celebrates everything Oz. 
Cocktails like Banana Bender, Budgie Smuggler and 
Whiskey Apple, each with a nod to Aussie culture, steal 
the spotlight. The alcohol-free options cater to all pref-
erences. 

The snack menu is a mélange of Aussie classics and 
inventive bites — from Australian hand pies and beef 

sausage rolls to grilled napa cabbage and mushroom 
scallops. 

“Our menu is flavour and ingredient driven. We juice 
fresh fruits for our cocktails, like the apples for the 
Whiskey Apple, and we change up our offerings sea-
sonally to align with local produce," says Ryan. "Our 
goal is to transport and captivate taste buds, while also 
being conscious of our environmental impact. 

Adding to the charm is the design collaboration with 
Werribee Workshop, a Canadian-Australian design 
firm. Far from the clichéd Australian stereotypes, Elec-
tric Bill is an esthetic blend of warm minimalism, chic 
wallpaper featuring native fauna, and an eclectic vibe 
that mirrors the best bars in Sydney and Melbourne. 

Electric Bill is open daily from 6 p.m. until 2 a.m. 
—Jennifer Schembri

zucchini and goat cheese, while the Dia-
vola pie, named after the Italian word for 
"devil," is a spicy delight with nduja (a 
southern Italian spicy pork sausage), 
pepperoncini and chili flakes. In the 
short time since its opening, the Diavola 
has become one of the most sought-after 
menu items. 

Can't decide on just one? Diavola en-
courages slice experimentation. With the 
purchase of a party box, customers can 
choose between six or eight slices, mix-
ing and matching as they please. 

With its close proximity to Slayer 
Burger right next door, the two venues 
have teamed up to open a private bar 
space above Slayer called Stranger Bar. 
Accommodating groups of up to 50, the 
venue offers a comprehensive menu, fea-
turing burgers, pizza and beer, ideal for 
events and parties. 

Diavola will debut an updated 
summer menu coinciding with the 
opening of the patio space. The re-
freshed menu will feature expanded des-
sert options, including ice cream, along 
with offerings beyond pizza such as sa-
lads and sandwiches. 

In the more distant future, Del Bianco 
hopes to collaborate with other busi-
nesses to bring their unique touches to 
Diavola’s special pizza offerings. 

“In the midtown area, we have a very 
diverse neighbourhood, so we have a lot 
of Lebanese, Japanese, Chinese restau-
rants,” she says. “We’re wanting to do 
some collaborations with them, so the 
business can make a pizza that high-
lights what they offer.” 

Diavola is located at 3 Glebe Rd E. 
—Megan Gallant
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OLV LVVO VILLA
220 Steeles Ave. W.
Thornhill, ON

(905)-886-8800
volvovilla.com

Boris Goldstein
Stan Sharvit

|  Cell: 416-723-9213  |  bgoldstein@volvovilla.ca

|  Cell: 416-371-7101 |  ssharvit@volvovilla.ca

*Contact dealership for details.

As if his multitude of restau-
rants and  role on the highly 
successful show The Bear (of-
hich he's also a producer) wer-
en't impressive enough, Matty 
Matheson is  now aiming to 
bring his culinary expertise di-
rectly into your kitchen. 
   The acclaimed chef has re-
cently launched a new line of 
salad dressings and barbecue 
sauces under the Matheson 
Food Company umbrella. The 
Pantry Staples by Matty 
Matheson collection 
offers classic fla-
vours, including 
Greek, Balsamic, 
Green Olive and 
Italian for salad 
dressings, along-
side barbecue 
sauce flavours like 
Maple, Maple Mo-
lasses and Heater.  

This venture into pantry sta-
ples expands Matheson's reach 
into the home goods category, 
following his successful foray 
into cookware with the Mathe-
son cookware line in 2020. 

"I always felt we needed to 
have sauces and dressings that 
taste the way I cook. I wanted 
people anywhere and every-
where to have my big, punchy 
flavours in their homes," reads 
a statement from Matheson on 
his website. "I tested so many 

batches before landing on the 
tastiest ones for you. “ 

Available at various inde-
pendent retailers across Ca-
nada, including Farm Boy, 
Indigo and the Cheese Bou-
tique, the website features reci-
pes linked to Matheson's 
YouTube channel, allowing you 
to cook along with him and 
recreate dishes like BBQ 
chicken legs and a giant meat-
ball salad. 

If you're not ready to com-
mit your taste buds just 

yet, Matheson also 
runs a merch store 
featuring all 
things Matty 
Matheson. The 
products include 

tattoo bib aprons, 
Matty Hands oven 

mitts, T-shirts, 
hoodies, mugs and trucker 

hats. 
As we eagerly await what 

Matheson will introduce to the 
pantry next, with promises of 
more products "to come," an-
ticipation runs high. Could it 
be a line of tomato sauce, mus-
tard or perhaps his own 
churned butter? Whatever it 
may be, it's not difficult to 
imagine people flocking to it, 
much like they've done with 
everything else he has done. 

—Jennifer Schembri 

Matty Matheson wants 
to get into your kitchen

 The chef poses with his line of pantry staples

FOOD

JACK-OF- 
ALL-TRADES 

Matheson co-owns 
Blue Goose Farms 

and launched a  
clothing line.



Flo’s Diner, a beloved Yorkville establishment for 33 
years, will sadly close its doors at the end of March, 
marking the end of an era for Toronto diners. Located 
at 70 Yorkville Ave., Flo’s is known for its welcoming 
vibe and classic diner fare. 

Co-owners Pierre Hamel and Peter Lau expressed 
hopes of relocating within Yorkville but face uncertainty 
due to an ongoing legal dispute with their landlord. De-
spite their efforts, the owners were denied a lease 
extension or renewal offer. 

“This legal challenge means we’re losing 
15 valued staff members and hundreds of 
cherished patrons,” says Hamel. “We’re 
devastated and hopeful that the landlord 
will reconsider its decision not to renew 
our lease.” 

Entering Flo’s was like stepping into a 
time capsule, marked by its classic decor and 
cosy atmosphere. The diner’s remarkable staff re-
tention echoed its strong sense of camaraderie and col-
laboration. 

“Once you worked at Flo’s, you stayed at Flo’s,” says 
veteran line cook Suresh, who has been crafting burgers 
and grilled cheese sandwiches for over a decade. 

Serving an array of all-day breakfast options, including 
their renowned eggs Benedict, Flo’s regulars often stum-
bled upon hidden menu gems. Families frequented the 
diner for its simple yet delicious dishes and accommo-

dating hospitality. 
In 1988, Hamel embarked on a journey from Quebec 

City to Toronto with one sole aim. 
“I arrived with the goal of improving my English and 

found myself working as a busboy at 4’D Diner, which 
later evolved into Flo’s Diner in 1990 under the own-
ership of Bersani and Carlevale,” he says. 

In 1994, Hamel became a partner in the renowned 
brunch spot located at 10 Bellair Ave. By 2000, 

Flo’s had transitioned to its current location at 
70 Yorkville Ave., boasting a fun rooftop 

patio and lineups extending out the door.  
Flo’s isn't the first long-running diner 

to close in recent months. At the end of 
December, another Toronto stalwart, the 
Rosedale Diner, shut its doors after more 

than 60 years in business. 
As patrons bid farewell to Flo’s, they reflect 

on the countless memories made within its walls 
— from first dates to family milestones. 

“Our patrons are like family to us, and we are endlessly 
grateful for the vibrant memories and shared experi-
ences," says Hamel. “Each person who dined here was 
— and still is — part of the Flo’s Family.”  

Flo’s Diner will officially close its doors on March 24. 
The Avenue Diner, located nearby, is still open but is 

slated for eventual construction, so you can still grab 
your diner fix in the area.              —Jennifer Schembri 

After decades one of Toronto’s top diners is being forced out

Flo’s was well-known for its ’50s diner decor

 FOOD

THE A-LIST 
Celebrities and  

political figures, from 
mayors to prime min-

isters, frequented  
the diner.

Toronto: 1296 Castlefield A
Vaughan: Highway 7 & 427 W W

SouthportOutdoor.com

SPRING

SALE
LIVE LIFE 

OUTDOORS
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Colin Grant 
General contractor 
with over 35 years 

under his belt

Carol Roberts 
Over 30 years 

of painting 
homes

Joanne Sallay 
Helping people 

learn for 
 30 years

Tom Day 
Keeping pipes 

and drains 
clear for over 

26 years

John Bell 
Adding colour to  
people’s homes  
for over 26 years

Jennifer Maclean 
Beautifying area  
gardens for over  

10 years

Andrew Plum 
Fine Arts & Antiques  

Specialist for over  
40 years

English Painter
with over 30 years of excellence

O 416-422-3532
www.englishpainter.ca

HomeStars Best of 2018 - 2021
Readers’ Choice 2020
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Serving GTA for over  40 years 

• Hardwood • Luxury Vinyl
• Carpet • Carpet Tile

: Gym, Entertaiment 
Centre, Computer Room

With Highest Quality Installation 

with Wthe eSp be eci sa tli iz ne si tn alHlearrds w inoo  td hReesbt uorsa it nioens, s!
Stairs Re-Modeling and Custom Carpet Design

SHOWROOM: 

1170 Sheppard Ave. W. , # 29
www.tqf.cc •  CALL: 416-665-6767

FULL SERVICE ELECTRICIAN

� Service Upgrades
� Troubleshooting
� Ceiling Fans
� Pot Lights
� Lighting Designs

� LED Retrofits
� Nest Thermostats
� Pools / Hot Tubs
� Generators

FREE EST IMATES

&

y
Renovations (basement, kitchen, bathroom
Masonry,, Tiling, Painting, Radiant �oor hea
Carpentry (deck, repairs), Window replace
Drywall (design, installation), 
Baseboard and trim work and much more

0
sonry.com
ynry.com

t
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.

&
647-726-003

ationsandmasvwww.ccsreno
vadmin@ccsreno ationsandmason

info@torontolawnmowing.ca
FREE ESTIMATES!

www.torontolawnmowing.ca

25YearsExperience!

TORONTO LAWN
MOWING SOLUTIONS

• Lawn Mowing
• Lawn Fertilization
• Lawn Repairs
• Garden Creations

wn R
ng

Ups
g

G

onL
g

an U

G

Spring Debris Clea
Lawn Fertilizati

Lawn Mowing
Garden Clean U

Hedge &
Shrub Trimmin

Sod Installation and La epairR

p

wn R

FR TEATREE ESTIMAFR
Sod Installation and La epairR

S

runing tal Prnamenand O
al vemoee RrTdous Specialist in Hazar

paula@paulayoga.ca • 416-891-2157

Do you want to practice yoga but you’re not  
sure how to get started? I can help you.  

With over 20 years of teaching experience  
I can help you create your ideal  

home practice.   
Call today! 

YOGA YOUR WAY 
PRIVATE LESSONS

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD’S   
TRUSTED SOURCE  
FOR TRADES  
& SERVICES 

Next issue deadline: Mar 19th by 5 p.m.

To book an ad call  
416-250-7979 x270  
or send an email to 
classifieds@postcity.com

classifieds
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Free Estimate
All Work Guaranteed

Licensed & WSIB Insured

    

30 Years’
Experience

647-522-2030

AYLEN ART ROOFING INC.

Call Fred

 NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 AFFORDABLE  FAST
 RELIABLE & PROMPT   
 SENIORS’ DISCOUNT
 YOUR SATISFACTION 

IS GUARANTEED

IS IT LOOSE, WOBBLY, 
STICKING, CROOKED, LEAKING, 

CRACKED OR BROKEN?
DOES IT NEED REPAIR?

CALL DAVE!
@ 416 222 7583

For Minor 
Household Repairs

 
Quality 

Workmanship
Guaranteed

5” Seamless
Eavestrough

Soffit / Fascia
& Siding

Free Estimates
Seniors’ Discount

Licensed

Eavestroughing 
& 

Siding Experts 

416-820-3852

SKYLIGHT 
PROFESSIONALS

Repairs to Leaky Skylights
New Installations

High Quality Workmanship
& Excellence

Free Estimates • Licensed
Seniors’ Discount

416-820-3852

• Personalized Tutoring
• Ontario Certified Teachers
• 1-on-1 Sessions
• JK to Gr 12 - All Subjects
• LD & ADHD Support

416-519-8335
905-881-1931

www.teachersoncall.ca

le
ar

ni
ng

PROFESSIONAL 
ROOF REPAIRS

416-248-0211

 • Roof Repairs
 • Roof Maintenance
 • Missing Shingles
 • Major/Minor Leaks
 • Eaves and
   Downspout Repair
 • Raccoon Problems
 • Squirrel and

Bird Problems

Handy Man
Renova Repair
Pain Drywall
P ctrical

LO RA
enior’ count

C a
416-830-6492

LICENSED
Electrical Contractor

v c ervice
R

P ervice gr
P
Troubleshooting

Applianc

MA

Shower & Bath
Clean & Grout
Tile Repairs 

Sealing & Caulking
Bathroom Remodeling

Bathtub 
Caulking

416-826-0574

Renovations
and Repairs

Innovative, Quality Work, 
Competitive Prices

Multifaceted Tradesman
25 Years Experience 

COMPETENT RELIABLE SERVICE

Call: GREGORY
416-409-4503

Customer Satisfaction 
is Paramount!

Complete Building Envelope
Residential & Commercial

TUTORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MUSIC LESSONS

ho
m

e

WILDLIFE
EXPERTS

Professionally
Repaired

Roof Repairs
Free Estimates  Licensed

Seniors Discount

Squirrels

Raccoons

Birds

416-248-0211

ROOF REPAIR

ROOF MAINTENANCE

MISSING SHINGLES

MINOR/MAJOR LEAKS

EAVES & DOWNSPOUT REPAIR

RACCOON PROBLEMS

SQUIRREL & BIRD PROBLEMS

ROOF 
REPAIR

EXPERTS

FREE ESTIMATES
NO JOB TOO SMALL

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
LICENSED

416 820 3852

647-767-0164

Discount10% Seniors

-830-6492

tialcial RTU & Residenommer

esvicerC SAVAofrP essional HV
C

TSSA Licensed Technician
* Commercial Roof Top Units
* Air Conditioners
* Furnace
* Boilers and Radiators
* Hot Water Tanks

Make 
your home
Comfortable

GARAGE LEANING?
Ready to fall over?

 
 

 No Permit Required
 No Tax Reassessment

 No Set Back Issues
Just a nice garage at a fraction 

of the cost of replacement
Of course we also do General Home Renovations

Call Peter:
416-554-3517

Garages rebuilt at
substantial savings
over replacement

(single/double)

416-819-8888
YONGE / EGLINTON

With Dump Truck
Handyman
• Renovation • Repair • Electrical  
• Plumbing • Carpentry • Drywall  

• Demolition • Painting  
• Gardening • Disposal 

• Decks and Fences 

Learning 
TreeTutors
1-on-1  
ONLINE   
Tutoring 
JK to  
University, 
All Subjects 

Customized Lessons
Quali�ed teachers  
& specialists 
 A�ordable / Packages

416.783.5815
www.learningtreetutors.com

2023

EXPERIENCED ACADEMIC TUTOR 
ENGLISH & SPEC. ED. SPECIALIST 
Note-Making, Test/Exam Skills, 
Writing Structure, Conventions, 
Literary Analysis, Evaluation 
Sharon at 416-606-3162

PARK AVENUE
DESIGN INC.

Interlocking & Landscaping

• Flagstone / Stonework
• Driveways / Patios / Walkways
• Sprinkler Systems
• Lighting
• Ponds & Waterfalls
• Retaining Wall

FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL SAM

416-805-8934

info@holanelly.com
647-522-5003

ONLINE LESSONS
START NOW

SPANISH
Have fun learning 

Spanish with Nelly, 
Duolingo & former 

Spanish  Centre Instructor

�
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• Fun Starts Here!
• Play The Best Songs
• Be Too Advanced
• Where Kids Rock!

lessons@guitarnati
www.guitarnation.

����� ��������
��� ������ 

 

TH YORK RTNOR
NEW HORIZONS MUSIC

your

Group Lessons for Adults
Ukulele and Concert Band

Reawaken 
r ppassion

 

newhorizonsmusicnorthyork.ca
nhmnorthyork@gmail.com

416 - 721 - 2748

passion
i

r pyoury
f

pp
for music

 
VMIFences 

KS & DEC

416-951-9089

custom designs and
t

living with 
te yourEleva y
loutdoor g

d dg
l t tquality construction.

STONE CARVING
“The most noble of all art forms”

Michelangelo
Experience the excitement as 

you transform a block of stone 
into a unique sculpture. 

• Hand Carving • Tools Provided 
• Hold for Vacations

• No Experience Nessesary
RUTH DEVOR

Professional Sculptor - 50 years
Former ROM Instructor
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Air Canada remembers, people might as well, that period of time in the not-
too-distant past when air travel was a luxurious and rarefied experience. As     
students are home for March break this month and family trips are booked, the 
experience of heading to Pearson hoping for a flight that departs on time, doesn’t 
run out of food and isn’t a germ-fest is about all one can hope for. We yearn for 
the elegance and ease of yesteryears, when March break meant embarking on 
adventures with anticipation, not trepidation. Families would dress in nice 

clothes for the rare experience. Boarding passes were tickets to luxury, promising 
spacious cabins with leg room as ample as a country acreage and cushioned   
comfort that didn’t require a load of Advil afterwards.The air was filled not with 
the cacophony of frustrated travellers, but with the clinking of glasses and the 
scent of actual food. Alas, as we navigate the cramped confines and lackluster   
offerings of modern air travel, we fondly reminisce about those golden days, where 
the journey was almost as enchanting as the destination itself. Bon voyage! 

With March break travel close at hand, we take a trip back to less-stressful flight times
MARCH 2024 EDITION

LOOKING BACK

Remember when air travel wasn’t a 24-hour panic attack?

Flight team members show o� new uniforms in 1970 in front of an Air Canada DC-9 

Remember all the room for families?First class was more than a pod on Air Canada in 1971 Checking in was so easy
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Complimentary Home Evaluation
If you would like to have a confi dential discussion about the current market and learn how our unmatched 

exposure, technology and strategies will get the maximum value for your home, call us at 416-223-1818.

H O M E S  &  E S T A T E S

#1 In Toronto For Homes Sold Over $3,000,000, Since 2008*

6,500 sq.ft. of luxury w/chevron oak 
floors & high-end finishes. Resort-like  
gardens w/pool, hot tub & terrace.

LAWRENCE PARK GEORGIAN
Off ered at $10,995,000

6,600 sq.ft. of living space. 4 bdrms 
w/ensuites.  Main floor library w/wine 
cellar. Large Chef’s kitchen w/servery.

SUN-FILLED LAWRENCE PARK RES
Off ered at $6,780,000

6,700 sq.ft. of living space. Designer 
palette. Built in 2019. Bright lower level 
w/rec rm, bar, gym & home theatre.  

LYTTON PARK CONTEMPORARY
Off ered at $5,995,000

Updated & spacious. Open concept  
layout. Designer palette. Overlooking 
quiet & peaceful park.  Eat-in kitchen.

432 BEDFORD PARK AVENUE
Sold in one day for full price!

BEDFORD PARK CUSTOM
Off ered at $3,750,000

French Chateau-inspired centre hall 
home w/well proportioned principal 
rooms. Sprawling primary suite.

Rare 47’ wide lot. Cut stone exterior. 
Chef’s kitchen open to family room. 
Secluded primary w/spa-like ensuite. 

RENOVATED IN BEDFORD PARK
Off ered at $3,495,000

Completely restored & expanded. 
Designer palette. Floor-to-ceiling 
windows. Separate coach house. 

SOUTH ROSEDALE LANDMARK
Off ered at$11,895,000

Move in 5 bdrm home or build new. 
Approved for 4  contemporary coach  
& town homes. Built circa 1917. Pool. 

LAWRENCE PARK REDEVELOPMENT
Off ered at $5,500,000

Realtron Barry Cohen Homes 
Inc., Brokerage

Each offi  ce independently owned and operated. *Based on TRREB data for years combined. 
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract with another brokerage.

View our collection of fine homes at:

www.BA R RY C O H E N  H O M E S .com

Open concept, Zen-inspired design. 
Magazine worthly kitchen. Lower level 
w/rec room, walk-out & nanny suite. 

LEASIDE CONTEMPORARY
Off ered at $3,695,000

Permit ready.  Rare 75’ x 273’ ravine 
lot. Build new up to 7,000 sq.ft. 
above grade. Richard Wengle design. 

HOGGS HOLLOW OPPORTUNITY
Off ered at $5,995,000

Builder’s own custom  home w/over 
7,100 sq.ft. of  luxury living space. 
Mature gardens w/pool & hot tub.

24 LAUDERDALE DRIVE
Off ered at $5,995,000

Newly built. Over 4,500 sq.ft. of living 
space. Designer palette. $$$ spent on 
upgrades. Saltwater pool & hot tub.

86 MASON BOULEVARD
Off ered at $5,699,000
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ROYAL LEPAGE Real Estate Services Heaps Estrin Team, Brokerage 
1391 Bayview Avenue, Toronto 
416-424-4910  

ROYAL LEPAGE Real Estate Services Ltd., Brokerage 
4025 Yonge Street, Suite 103 Toronto 
416-487-4311

  

   

AWRENCE PARK

1004 by Buyer Representation Sold in 1 day in a bidding wa
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103 Hoggs Hollow
3800 Yonge St. 
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